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| EVEN, | = 
The maine Frame,and 4 
Body of the Scriptures., re- || 
ſolving the Queſtion, whether 145 
(| in Mans Free-wil/and common-|Þ 
1\' Grace, or in GODs ſpeciall pa 
| and <cffcQuall Grace , ftands- FF 3 
the (afety of Man; and the 


Glory of G op by Mans 
ſafety, | 


| BE = F. Rous. 


i 4 


—_ 


| Lvxs 16. 31. ] © HN 12. rears. 1-18 
| | If theybxare not Moſes and the Prophets, net: 4% 

ther will they be pcr[waded though one vaſe (1+ 
from the dead. = $4 
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and Deſervedly. 


honoured the L4- 
ia KEEL 
POBERISe 


« Madan, 
| 1586) worke 


deno 2s bee TIN, h 
| A 3. for- 


F The Epiſtle 


for 4 geare. of Grace. 
And indeed , as avy |; 
free Mercy given out ' 

 toa Nation, both fin- 
full and miſerable, may. 
well beare the Name 
of Grace , ſo more par- 
ticularly that may fitly 
bee called a Time of 
Grace , when Grace 
may freely ſpeake for 
it ſelfe, aud have leave 
zo be heaxgd. fs, 

This Leave by. the . 
Grace aud Goodneſle of 
ho All-ruling Prorvi- 

dence 
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Dedicatory. 


dence is now obtaized 


for this Wworke, A 
worke which began 


after a conference with 
my eVer-bonoured Broy 
ther, IH after P YM; 
wherein it was diſ- 
courſed; That the oe? 
ry maine Plot, and 
Summe of the SCrips 
rures,Was toſhew, that 
the Will ofthe rationall 
(;reature , was onely - 
ſafe in the keeping of 

the Creator ; and there: 
fore to the Creator. 4- 
A4 Jlom_ 
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The E piltle 


| lonedid belons the Glo” 
ry of this dependant 
"lafeigof bis CYcAture. 
Tpon this great [ub - 
| jo : tDiS [title Worke 
{as anarrow Map of a 
Large World ) being 
framed , tut caſually 
came t3 your Ladithips 
hands, from whom T re- 
ceived it againe, with 
a promiſe 10 returne it | 
in this ſhape wherein ſ 
1t now appeares. Accor- 
ding to this promiſe, 
( though not- withut \ 
 ſunary- | 


CC_ 


Dedicatory. 


Sundry interrvenicnt 
\dificulties)itisnom pre- 
I ſen ted ; and being made 
1 pub licke , if any publick 
benefit ariſe fromit, it 
owes ſome acknowl edg- 
j mew? to Jour Ladiſhips 
Religions calling for it, 
and furtherance of it ; 
to whom by the beſt ob- 
ligements of Pietyand 
| 104ny other merits I pro- 


| feſſe ny ſelfe. 


Your Honours acquir- 
ed and deyored ſervant 1 | 


F, Rov __ 


' 


hy. 


S. a+ . c '>. +. "___ . 2g : a4 
aan nn. an ed Mo, TTY 17 OE OR 3s eo eons = 


* 


rimature 


, Marty rolt. 
1640. : 


JoHANNES 
- _ HANSLEY. 


\F 


The ſame Authey hath latel:) 
fer forth @ Booke calle 
Catholike Charity x: 
Anſwer co Charity i; 
ſtakes. ; 

Alſo another called th; 
beavenly Academy. . 
AVſo the &yle of Scorpions” | 
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of himſelfe,in _ Rag 
" A Jl his WAYCS, a plot of 
LON Irkes and Glory 
7,975 Connfells 28. 
neicher i is there #8y-end 
worthy of God , but 
God. Therefore all his 
workes as they begin- in 
Him, ſorthey end in himy 
bringing ſome Glory fo 
B him. 
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This p'ct 
| ts reveal - ; 

F Eecdi the Chiefe 
; '- word, 


him. And among his 
workes M AN being a 
Chiefe, it muſt needs be 
thought , that a chiefe 
Glory ariſeth from Man 
untoGop., For where 
Gopſowerh much, there 
doth hee meane to re- 
quire and reape much. 
Having then a great 
Plot of Glory, upon this 
{reature of the 
lower World, where 


ſhall we look for the diſ- 


covery of this Plot, but in 
that word wherein Go 


hath revealed to Man (as 
much as may make for . 


his Glory ) his wayes, 
workes and Counſcils ? 
He 
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Hee hath made has wayes P(4i,c03- 
knowne to Hoſes , ſaith "* 
the Pſalmiſt ; andthe Scrip- 
tures are able to make wiſe 
unto Salvation , ſaith the 
Apoſtle, yea they can make , ,, . 
the man of God perfedt ; 16,17, 
which to performe, they 
muſt needs diſcover ſo 
much of Gods wiſdome 
to Van, as may make up 
this perfe2m.  —_ 
In the word of God Malt. + 
then, there being that !y in the ..; 
Ne: mainBo. * 
perfet diſcovery of Gods ,, tre 
wiſedome, and Plot of Glo=word. 
79 upon manKinde, let vs - 
looke inro that word of 
God, (and not into rhe 
witof man) to ftid this 
B2 worke 


« a> 
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worke of God. Neither 
ler us ſo- much looke on 
lingle , :and ſcattered 
parts of it,as on the mayn 
Frame, Body and Contex- 
ure of it ; the whole 
word moit entirely and 
fully repreſenting and 
expreſſing the whole 
worke, For if wee well 
view and obſerve the faH 
Countenance, COncnurrence, 
and Frame of the Scrip- 
cures, wee ſhall therein 
readas 1n great Lerters, 
Gods Plot of Glory upon 


_ - Mankinde ; and withall 


we may ſce how Mans 
ſafety is infolded there- 
in; and makes up a Chick 
pare 
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The great Oracle. 
partof it, Forthe Scrip-= 
tures are the Charatters, 
and Repreſentations of the 
mind of God; and as th 

ling Creatures In Eze- 


keel , wiather the Sparit Exh 1.c0 


was 10 goe, they went ;, E- 
ven ſo theſe words of Lfe, 
which way the /:gheſt Spr. 
it , lookerth and goer?, 
chat way they looke and 
goe alſo, For the H:gheft 
Spzrat , when he dictated 
them, did puthis mind 
and meaniag into them; 
andſoin them wee may 
diſcerne-the 2nd of God, 
And the more large and 
full view , they preſent 


wato us, the more fully 


=» doth 


The great Oracle. 
doth the mind of God ap- 


pearcin them, where- 
fore let us behold them 
1n eheir fnlnefle, and thar 
wich a ſull and enlarged 
fight, andthen thali we 
more fally and largely 
diſcerne and ſee Gods 
Countenance in their 
Countenance , Gods 
ayme in theirayme.Gods 
mind in their meaning. 


4. 
The B:= = Andhaving fonnd the 


\* mayne purpoſe, Plor,and 


. T3 } Ca 


= :-t cx- end of God inthe mayne 


p2a2is Body of the Scriptures, 

Lie Ho : _- { Id . 

of is Jerusbeeſure to hold ir 
faft, asa Treaſure of trnih 
anvalaable; even ancipe- 


ciall part of that crutch, 


which, 
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which wee ſhould buy ar 
any price, bur ſell for 
no price. Beſides; this 
farther «ſe and Advan- 
tage (ſhould we make of ir, 
that by the mayne irmbh 
found in rhe whole , the 
ſingle and ſcattered pla- 
ces which make ſome 
ſhew of diſproportion to 
the whole, be expound» 


edandreſolved, or if the 


way of reconciling them, 
be doubrfall and difticale, 


Cas who can deny. bur. 


that the infinite wiſe=- 
dome of the Creator,may 


farre exceede all -the 


wiſedome of the Crea- 
cure ? thoſe places may 
B4&, 


ſtand : 
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ſfiand as ſecrets notender- 
flood, but they may nor 
breake in PEEces that Bo- 
dy of Truth, which wee 
Fake Dy Joy 'nrs fit ly and 
roportionably knit to- 
getherinthe Bod) of the 
*criptures. And indeed 
if ir were not for our 
blindnes, thoſe parts of 
Truth,would readily and 
aptly joyne with the Bo- 
dy of Truth, as members 
that are cut off from a 
Body, fitly and manifelt- 
ly 2gree, andfallin with 
that place of the" oy, 
wherein before they 
ftoodas members. And 
indeed theſe peeces of 
Truth 


—_ 
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Truth are ſtill in-them- 
ſelves at agreement with 
the Body of Truth: as be- 
ing {zxeto it, onely it 
is te faule of our igno- 
rance, whoknow butin 
part, that we cannot de- 
rive their Pedipree, 

And now becauſe ſpi- 
zituall things are onely 
ſpiritualiy to be diſcern- 
ed ; the ſpiric of. God 
onely enabling us zo ſee 1 Oogr.:. 
the things that are freelygi- **: 
venus of God , therefore 
with the Invocation of 
this blefſed Spiris, let ns 


_ enter into the word that: 
Hſted from the ſame ſpi- 


Tit; thac in his lighe wee 
B 5 may 


- ÞO The 2reat Oracle. 


may ſee light , by his 
light within our ſoules 
wee may fee his lighr 
without in the word. 
5 Andin the beginnizg, 
over letus takenoticeofman. 
fiitco beginning. Man ar firſt 
b:ginne was created according to 
mans fir G2ds Image ; Now wee 
eſt at'. 5 know that God is light; 
7 1058 1- man therefore-was light | 
ERS alſo , being enlightned | 
in his underſtanding, by | 
that light which lighted 
all mankindin Adam. 
x-Pe.-z, Againe God is Holy, \ 
75 manthereforewas holy: 
___ *. andindeedthe Scripture 
tells us, that the Jmage 
_ ofGodhath in ic Ryphre= | 


ouſnes- 


— 
as a 


* 
- RSS 
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ouſnes and true Hol:neſſe.. 


Yet was notthis holinefle 
fo knit ro the will of 


man , but that the will. 


might put ir off, if it 
would, or if it would 
mighr keepe it; For the 
will of man was ſet in 
ſuch an Eqguipoiſe , and 


freedome, that it mighr- 


ule Grace, or notule it ; 
and by uſing it continue 
righteous, or by refuſing 
it, fall from R2ghreonſnes. 
So that in this Free- 
dome , the wil of man 


was aSit werea Lord over: 


Grace, and did rule over 


it,cither uſing the ſervice. 


and ayde of it, if the will 


pleaſcd,. 


= 32 
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leaſed , or refuſing. it, 
when it liſted. There- 
fore at that time Grace 
did not raign in the will, 
inclining and moving ic 


eftcQually and certainely. 


anto one way ; but the 
will was lefr at Liberty, 
ro-bend it felie which 
way it.lelte.liſted; More- 
over to this ſtate of Free 
will, was joyneda Law, 
and Covenant of works ;. 
Obey and live ; fine and 
dye, Andastwo Touch- 
{tones and ſummary Try- 
alis. of mans obedience, 
and continuance therein: 
there was ſet betore him;, 
Life and Death, a tree of, 
Lite 


—_—— 
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Tt'and Free-will-Grace, and will, and 
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Life,and a tree of death; 
a tree of ſtanding, and a 
tree of Falling. 
Thus Adam being «6. 


created with Free-will, 42 cſtare 
OI ITrCcce 


all mankind being now Generall ' 
in Adam, it cannot bee Ore. | 
denyed, but that all man- 
kind had Free-will, and 
Free-will-Gracein Adam, 
And becauſe all mankind 
had it , ir might then 
rightly be called a Gexe- 
rall Grace , And ſo it is 
acknowledged, that man- 
kind-had once, a Gezxe> 
ralland Free-will Grace; A 
But then ler it be with- Bur pan 7 
all. obſerved , what be- ſoone fell! ; 
came from = 


EF 14 Thegreat Oracle. 


mos... 


£9: 


came of man with this 
Generall, and Free-will 
Grace, How long did 
he ſtand with it,or rather 
how ſoone did hee fall 
with it? Surely he ſtood 
not ſo long as to begeta. 
Sonne, according to the. 
Image 'of his firſt Inte- 
ority : for Ca; was of 
that wicked one, a ſeed 


of the Serpent , fleſh of 


FR C3: feſb, a Spirit more ſub- 


eill chen man , by his 
greater and ſharper un» 
derſtanding ſeduceth , 

compaſſeth, and deceiv= 
eththeleſſer, and the un- 
derſtanding being won, . 
the will and affections 
ſoone. 


The great Oracle, 1y 


ſoone-come after it, And 
ſothe Tree of Death and 
diſobedieuce is eaten, 
and man-kind with his 
Generall and Free-will 
Gracels fallen into a ge- 
nerall Ruine., He is fal- Rm7.14: 
lennot onely into a fin- v8.7, 
gle ſfinne, but intoa ſtate 8. 
of Bondage under finne. 
The love of the Heart of 
man is turned from-the 
Creatorto-the Creature, ? x loin 2. | 
and where the love of 16, 16. 
God is defaced , there 15 .21- | 
can beno- keeping of the? = "2 
Law of God. For the E 
love of God is the true 
ſpring and Roct of keep- 
ing the Law of God. And. 
any. 


on ms X q 
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is The great Oracie. 


E COR TRE - 


any ation, thoughnever 
 ſoglitrering, if it come 
nor from this love, it is 
not a worke really and 
inwardly good, but onely 
a Glorious and a ſhinizg - \\ 
finne, Thus wan being iy 
Honour continued not , but 
became like the Beaſts that 
periſh. 

Yer God out of his in- 
finite- goodnefſe , and 
wiledome , brings forth 
a-new way for mans re- 

| ſtoring. God will not 
bee robbed of his Crea- 
core, by a Creature, 
much lefle will hee ſuffer 
his Plot of Glory upon 
Mankind,, to bee ovyer- 
throwne 
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! wiſedome and Power, 


' would hee wifh ro be pur 


f py - us 
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ttirowne by a Creature, 
bur by his tranſcendent 


makes good his owne 

Plot, even by the Plors 

of his adverſaries; and ſo 7 

his owne right hand and 

Holy Armegetsto himſelfe 

the vifory. | 
Burtif man were now , *. ' 7 

lefr to his owne choice, > 

what woula he take to be quired. '. « 

the beſt and ſafeſt way 1 


for his owne Reſtoring ? 


againe into the ſame 
State of Free-will, and 
Generall Grace wherein 
Adam fell > would man+ 
kind have ittryed , whe- 
cher 


— 


Mt 
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cher all men falling in. | 
grofſewith Generall grace © 


in Adam , they would 
with the ſame Grace fall 
againe by Retayle ? and 
when every man being 
united inone man ſtood 
not, yet whether every 


man would ſtand alone, 
being ſingle and parted 
from his fellowes > yea 


when all bcing uuired in 


a ſtate of perfeftion did 


{a}]l,would he have ir try- 
ed whether ſinglemen in 
a State of Imperfecion, 
would Stand by the ſame 
Grace , and againſt the 
ſame ſubrill Serpent , 
which overcame them 


having. 


” [9] 
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7 having that Grace in a | 
# Stare of perfeCftion ?. or 4 

* rather there being got- 197.19 

' teninto man a Juſt, that *** 

15 mighty and ative upon 
,, the will, co lead ir cap» gy... 3 

. tive 10 the Law of finne, 10 
Z rhart ir cannot ever doe 
/ tharir would , ſhouid he 
not beleeve thar there is 
a manifeſt neede of a 
Grace mighty and aQtive 
rolead the Captzrity cap: 
tzve, and by an overcom- 
ming Efficacy to incline 
the will in the mayne 
courſe of life, to the Law 
and will of God? can the 
ſtrong man be bound bur 
by a ſtronger ? and can 
the 


zo The great Oracle. 


the Efficacy of luft bee 0» ! 
vercome bur by an Eftica- © 
cy of Grace > The fleſh 
laſterh againſt the Spirit, 
inthe beſt ſince the fall 
of eAdam; And then if 
the /uſts of the ſpirzr bee 
not at leaft as effectuall 
on the will, as the lus of 
the fleſh , how ſhall the 
will bur bee ſtill ſubje& 
and captivetothe /ufts of 
_ the flh >? wherefore. ir 
ſeemes man being fallen” 
into the Dominion of a 
mighty Concupiſcence 
hee ſhould hunger and 
rkirſt for a mighty aGive, 
and Eftectuall Grace; e- 
Ven a_ Grace that might 
fttemme. 


hs F 
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ag "cates 
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temme this Tide of Con- 
*capiſcence , and acQuate | 
the will, andas it were, 
"move and carry it up a- 
gainſt this Tide. Hee 
ſhould deſirea Grace that 
ſhould rulerhe will, and 
.: by ruling keepe ir, ra- 
.; ther then a Grace to bee 
+ moved ,, ſer on worke, 
: and kept by the will; 
1 which manonce having, 
2 neither kept ir, nor him- 
7 ſelfe by it. And indeed 
2 if this bee the fruir of 
gy Free-willattended with 


Generall Grace,thatirc will 


looſe it ſelfe, Grace and 
all mankind; how plain- 
ly doth it appeare, that 
rhere 


__—_— OO IR 
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there is a wore ſol:d, yea a | 
more large mercy in giving * 
an Effeuall and preler- ' 
ving Grace, though to 
never ſo ſmall a part of 
mankind, by which thar 
part may bee kept ſurero . 
ſalvation, then in giving, 
ſuch a Free-will-Graceto 
all, wich which all will 
Freely , and Certarzyely run 
to Damnation. 

Now the great Crea- 
tor, that made man, and 
therefore knoweth him 
chronghly ; even his trne 
weaknes, and his Imagi- 
* nary ſtrength , forelaw 

both what Grace man 


needed to ſtand , and 
with 


” Thegreat Oracle. 


4 withall whar lictle need 
= of ſuch a Grace man 
® would acknowledge. He 
'foreſaw that the Rem- 
'nants of Free-will and 
\naturall Gracebeing joy- 


© ned to the new Pride, 
| and Imaginary Godhead 
+ gotten by the Fall, would 


puffe up man with an 0- 


M$ pinion of ſelfe-ſufficien- 
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cy,and make him beleeve 
thar he is able to ftand by 
ſuch Remnants , or at 
leſt by ſome outward 
nelpes added to them, 
And. no wonder if God 
forelaw what indeed af- 
rerward came to paſle; 


For hee underſtanduh all Eſa. 46. 


| 
thoughts * 
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Dent. 31. thoughts a farre off, declur- : 
ae? ing theend from ihe begin- 3 
ng, and from ancient times 


the thinss that are not yet 


done. « "otra thele 

.. High opimons have lo pre- 

* ws. 1's chat they have 

paſſed throngh all Man- 

kind in the ſeverall dj- - 

ſintions of it ; Gexrles 

( or ſonnes of Nature) 

Tewes and (Chriſtians. For 

., ſuch have beene the Po- 

4* — fſitions -of Phzloſophers, 

a ' the top of the Geples; 

4. of juſtitiary Fewes, andot 

- - Philoſophicall Jaedaizing 
A Chriſtians, 


— ——— 


OS IST ho 1a 
_ ws o a 


. 
4 A I Ib 
RI hy” i 27 > 4 


PHIL Os 


et CO 4; hes. Ae. 5 


| The great Oracle. 25 


* PHILO SOPHERS, 


iT Gowero quid cognoſce- 
' L Ureſtudeo? Naturam 
banc ſcqui. Epitet: Ench: 
4 (ap. 73+ Nec eſt quiſquam 
gentis ulltus,quiducem Na- 
"turam nattus ad tirtuten 
| pervenire non poſſit. Gzcero 
: de Legib, lib. 1 odpterim 
' quod amer omnesgStoricos 
. conventt rerum nature af- 
: ſentzor, Abilla non deer- 
\ rare, 6 adillins Legem, ex- 
' emp thque formart ſapientia 
2 eſt, Beata eſt ergo vita con- 
i veniens Natur & ſug Senec. 7 
(j dew. Be. cap. 3. ſolemss 
tt dicere , ſuremum Lonum 
> efſe ſecundum Naturam vi- 
; C vere. 
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vere, Tt, Tie cap. Zi. 
Juſticiary Jewes. 


Nd hee tooke the Book 
of the Covenant , and 
readein the audience of the 
people , and they ſayd: All 
= the Lord hath ſaid wal *© 
we doe, and bee obedzent : 
Exo. 24.7. The like ver. 
E. of that Chapter, and 
Chap. 19. 8. And Dex. 
5. 27+ & 
Behold thou art called a: 
Jew, and reſieſt in the Law, 
Rom.2.17 To 
Being 1gnorant of G ods 
Righteonſnes, and going a-þ 
bout to eſtabliſh thezr owne 6 
Rzghteouſ- i 
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Righteonſnes * Rom.1O. 3. 


| tadairing and Philoſo- 
phicall Chriſtians. 


nature diimas , Of in 

: medium proferens, ex ſe 

} 7 quid omnes poſſemus oſten- 
dit. Pelag, ad Demetr: 
; Popaulum ambulantem con- 
| ceſſa arburij [. bertate ſic 
7 arguit: Educ Foras: popu- 
4 lum cerum  Oculos ha- 
bente; ſurdum & aures a 
© ſrents Hic quod ſurdus , & 
earns eft , comunicie' in- 
te/lanrtur eſſe, 20 Natn”s. 
F aſt. Aeliv, Arbit. ib.1. 


i 
1 'B. Hob. aperiens occulias 
e 
[ 
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Of Enoch he ſaith, Fi- 
dem ipſam cum Lege Natu- 
re fibitraditam fuiſſe. Lib, 
2. Cap. 6. by 

And Caſſiaz: Cola: \ 
Dubitari non poteſd ineſſe 
guidem 0mm anime Natu- 
raluer wvirtutum ſemina.) 

WY. Yer how ſoever man .. 

wiſdume Might thinke ſo well of :; 

in diſ- himſelfe , that his natu- #! 
prating rall ſufficiency needed |; 
medy, . None, or litcle helpes, |: 
(the heart of. man being |} 
ſo deceirfull that ir de- 
ceiveth it ſelfe) yer God 
who ſearcherth & know- 
eth the heart and Reyns, 
both ſaw this deceir, and 
knew mans neede; and 
there- 


” | F 


þ 3 
D 
% . +. 
Bd 
= £8 
fs 
* "us 
bl 


ae 
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! therefore gives a double. 
2 Remedy; one to helpz 


his. neede ,. and anorher 


" roheale his deceir. It he 


+, ſhonld not give the foc- 
' mer, mans falyation 


would be loſt, and if he 
gave nor the later, Gods 
GIl-ry oat of mans falva- 
tion would bee loſt: 
withour the former, man 


were loft both to God, 


and himſelfe, being ſtill 
ſubje& to Satans Con- 
queſt ; withour the lacer, 
man would not give unto 


God the glory of his ſa- 


ving Grace , which the 


fa'ſe opinion of his owne 
Naturall ſufficiency , 
C3 would 
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would take from God, i! 
and give to himſelfe. 
Therefore God provides ! 
a Medicine for both ; 
And firſt ro helpe his 
Neede, he gave man a 
berrer , mightier , and 
more ſtable, and ſtabliſh- 
ing Roote then Adam ; 
anda better Covenant of 
Graceand better promis 
ſes, then were piven to 
him, and to us in him. 
Bur withall in the ſecond 
place to cure mans Pride, 
and ſe!fe-decezving , Hee 
uſerh ſuch an order, in 
ſending of this Roote;, 
and diſpenſing this Grace, 
thar hee will ſhew unto 
man 


44 | 
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Iman a plaine Evidence, 
Zand Demonſtration of 
#his Neede , before his 
{Need be over-plenrifully 
ſarisfied. God will nor 
"bee a Phyſician to the 
whole , but to the flick, 
leſt hee be taxed for a ſu- 
- perfluous and unnecef{a- 
. ry Phyſitian; and fo looſe 
'3 the thankes and Glory of 
his Cure. 
And now in the firſt »7. 
place for rhe ſupply of a 
mans neceſſity, he giveth .y of chis 
ſach a_ ſeed of the wo- Remedy, 
mat , as ſhall afſuredly ©" 3+ 
breake the Serpents 
Head. The Roote, Head, Jolm 1 
and Top of this ſeed is 21. 
. CG + Knir 
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knit to the Deity by a 
erſonall union , con- 
ccivedand fitled with the 
ſpiric without meaſure, 
rm 8, andloisthe firſt-Borne a- 
a mong many Brethren, Yet ' 
the reft of the ſeed are 
Heb, 2.11 his Brethren, and hee is 
| not aſbamed to call them 
I Cer. 6. ſo; and if brethren, then 


þ 


'7* oneſpirit, and one ſeed 
with him. Therefore the 
Screinre ſpeateth not of 
ſeeds as of many , but of 

x;h. 5 0 ſeed which 1s Chriſt. 


Sx :o.&. For the chiefe ſeed be- | 
* 27-12: ing the Head ,, and the 
= '* inferiourſced being the 
Body, this Head and this 
| Body make up one Chriſt 
In 
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in a myfticall anion. And 


Chrift chus knir roge- 
ther into one ſeede of 
the woman dorh over- 


come the Serpent , and 


breake his Head, The 
whole feed of the wo- 
man, is at Enmity with 
the whole ſeede of rhe 
Serpent ; and the vido- 
ryis given to the whole 
ſeede of the woman , 
with whom was that En- 
mity.. Accordingly we 

ſee that the Serpent | 
aghreth, nor onely with 
that Manchild, whowas 
ro rulethe Nations wth a 
rod of: Iron, but he makes 


2 


4 


3. 
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warre wah he Remnant of y, 1», 
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the ſeed of the woman, 
which keepe the Commande- 
ments of Gyd, And as 
v.12 Chriſt overcame, ſo doe 
thele allo overcome the 


Dragon, by the bloud of 


tbe Lamb ;(which is the 
bruiſing of his Heele, 


Heb.2.14 


even the breaking and 


paflion of his Humanity, 
by which the Serpents 


1 J0b.4 4. Head is broken,) and be- 


cauſe Greater z3 hee that 7s 
in them, then hee that 15s 11 
Mat. 16, theworld, T his is Chriſt 
3%, rhat Rock who'is not 
only in himſelt anmove- 
able and unconquera- 
ble, but hee makerb the 
Church alſo unconque- 
ravie, 


e_— 


bs. AM 
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rable, which is built on 
him. The Deity is a ſure 
Foundation :; and the 
Humanity of Chriſt unj- 


redro this Deiry, and as Deity 


it were grounded on it, 
hath in ir an infinirely 
farre greater ſtabiliry 
thea 444ma meere Man 
ſtanding upon the Bot- 
rome of his owne free- 
wiil, And 2s 1: is more 
ſtable in it ſelfe , fo ir 
gives a greater ſtabilicy 
ro the Seed iſſuing from 
it, thenthat which 1ifu- 
eth from the tneere Hn- 
manity of Adam. A l(eed- 
ing from God and 
Naa, hath a grea ec i{t4- 

bility 


RR — — — 
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bility , then chat which 
iſſuerh from a meere 
x car.r.9, Man.Andeſpecially ſince 
[ "_ 3.26 to thoſe into whom this 
i 22. 2... ſeed of God doth enter, 
'S a it gives a Communion 
5. With God ; and knits 
2.  * themtothe Deity : ; and 
builds them upon it, So- 
3sitin it (elfe an immor- 
call and incorruptible- 
ſeed, as being the ſeed 
of God an immortall Fa- 
ther; and it isalſo ſtrong- 
ly nouriſhed and main- 
cayned in life. and Im- 
mortality, by the union 
which ic hath with the 
Deity. Therefore the 
beloved Diſciple nor 0n- 


ly 


- a 
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| ty faith; Hethathaththe * tom 5, 
' Somnehath life , but whoſo- "** 
ever 1s borne of God doth 
not commit ſinne, for his 
| ſeedremainethinhim, It FE 
| is a living and Remaining why i 
ſeed which is borne of 
God; and if ir ſtill live 
and remayne , it muſt 
needs be alſo vidgorious 
\ againſt the Serpent , 
| without which victory ic 
cannot liveand remaine. 
And accordingly the 
{ame Apoſtle afftirmerh ; | 
Hee that is borne of God — 2 $S- 
keeperh bimſelfe , and that * * 
wicked one toucheth him 
zor.,that is, he toucheth ham 
not with fin unto Death tor 
of 


Gann _- 
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of this ſinane., he was laſt | 


ſpeaking. Hee cannor | 


crouch rhe ſeede of God 
in the Children of God, 


to ſting ir unto erernall_ 


Dearth, and ſo ro kill the 
life immortall which is 
in ir. Bur the ſeede of 
God hatch power given 
ro it, to tread on Scorpi- 
ons, and all che Power 
of the Serpenrt,evenfrom 
God in Chiiſt, the Fa- 
ther of this ſeede. And 
thus,and thus onely doth 
it appeare, how the pro- 
miſes of the New Cove- 
nant are truly and really 
made berrter then thoſe 
of che old , even by a 


migh. 


| 


_ 
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mightier and more ſtable 
Grace , iſſuing from a 
mighcier and more ſtable 
Rootre of Grace , by a 
more High and Heaven- 
ly Generation; this (ſeed 
of the New Covenant 
being begorten of God, 
whereas the ſeed of the 
old Covenant was be- 
gotten by man. A more 
various and larger de- 
ſcription of which pro- 
miſes andadvanrages gi- 
ven in the New Cove- 
nant tothe Son of God, 
and ſeed of the woman, 
may bee found in divers 
laces of the Scriptures, 


where the ſeede of the 
New 


20" Kc, 
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New Covenant receiv- 
eth promiſes from God, 

ere. 31: tO bee made ftable as the 


35, &c. . ; - 
pa Sunne; Not to fazlefor e 


and 33, Ver > 1hat the Lawes of 


20.&. God ſhallbe wraten in they 
4 "oaſ Hearts , not as in the old 
Pſal, 39. Covenant hereinihey con- 
23 29 tinued n0t ; and that the 
feare of God ſhall be ſo zm- 
pramted in their hearts, that 
they ſhall not depart from 
Hims, All which are ſum- 
marily contained 'and 
comprehended in this 
one great Promile, the 
ſeed of the woman ſhall 
breake the Serpents Head. 
A promiſe which is even 
the briefe aad ſumme of 
the 


NE EN oe atm = 
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the new Covenant of 
grace, given to man up- 
on the breach and for- 
feiture of the old Cove- 
nant of workes ; broken 
and torſcited by Free- 
will attended with ge- 
nerall grace ; the prace 
of the 01d Covenant. 
And now how can we 1,, 
chnſe bur glorifte the wherein } 
great wiſedome and Oo” 
goodnes of God, where- goognes 
by hee would not truſt thames 
man againe wholy with #19. 
himſ-lfe, who bath once Mercy. 
already loſt himſelfe 
to the Serpent, bur our 
of man-kind loſt by 
Free-will with common 


Grace 


| 
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. Grace , ſaves a ſeede like a 
' the Starres of Heaventhat | 
cannot be numbred , out of \ 


every Nation ; even a Ca- 
tholike Church, and e= 
ſftabliſheth ir againſt the 
Gates of Hell , by the 
Grace of the New Cove- 
nant? and is it not alſo 
to bee lamented wirh 
reares of Blond , that 
there ſhould bee men ſo 
merciful} in ſhew , bur 
cruel] indeed , who 
when God would ſave 
ſuch a Numerous ſeed 
oat of loſt mankind by 
a ſafe and ſtable Grace, 
willneeds have all loft a 
ſecond time, by putting 
them 


} 
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| them againe into tne 
{ Keeping or looſing of 


their owne F R E E- 
W 1L L attended with 
che Grace of the Old 
Covenant , wherewith 
all have once already pe- 


| riſhed, even ina ftate of 
_ perfection ? As if it were 
nota more ſolid, yea a 


larger mercy, to fave a 
breat Numoer , even 4 
1umber which no. man 
can number, by ſpeciall 
Grace, then to looſeall 
by Free-will , affiſted 
with a generall grace; 
It is a good turne for 
man, thar God is wiſer, 
and more mercitull for 
man, 


III 


s 
-” 
+ KEE 
$8, © 
Ra 
LY 


175 


24 The gireat Oracle. 


—_—_— 


ran, then man for him- 
ſclfe ; yea , even that 
7 Cor 1. Which to the earnall mars 
25+ ſeemeth fooliſhneſle, and 
cruelty in Goy, 45 
greater wiſdome and 
Mercy, then the ſeeming 


men; yea the wiſedome 
...and Mercy of men, in re- 
{ſpec of theſe in God, is 
.true Folly and Cruelty. 
'-For indeed if Godby his 
true wiſedome and ſure 
mercies had not left »s 
__ this ſeede by ſpeciall 
igrace, mankinde had ge- 
...--—"" nerally beene like 7s So- 
domeand Gomorrah, with 

_.- his Free-will and gene- 
rall grace, Bur 


wiſedome and Mercy of 
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paternes have beene pro- 
duced) is hardly brought 


ro know and acknows- 91 of his 
ledgehis owne Inſtabili- 592996: 


ty when hee is left to 
Free-w1ll., nor the need 
of the grace of the New 
Covenant, but dotes up- 
on his owne abilities,and 
the Power of Free-will 


aſiſted with naturall 


grace, that God who for 
his owne glory faveth a 
ſeed by hts ſpeciall grace, 
and cannot have his glo- 
ry, Without an acknow- 


ledgement of the neede 
of 


Bur becauſe mankind Yet God 
by his Pride and Folly, 
(whereof before ſome Glory 
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of this grace ; to gaine 


his glory by this ac- | 
knowledgement , doth | 
give unto man plaine ex- | 
periments of rhe need 


ot ſpeciall grace, before 
it be more generally ex- 
hibiced. And ro make 
theſe Experiments the 
more plaine and palpa- 
ble, thelced of promiſe 
end dued with fpeciall 
Trace 1s {mall in number, 
during thele cxperi- 

ments; Bur rhe number 
of thoſe whoare letr ro 
Free-will and narrrall 
grace is the greatcr : 
that ſo in che e erea:nefſc 
of theſe, the way and it- 
{ue 


| 


» I—" 
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| ſac of Man-kind with 


| 


| 


Free-will and naturall 
grace, and without cffex 
uall and ſpeciall grace, 
may more plainely bee 
diſcerned. 

We have ſeene alrea- 
dy , one great experi. 
ment of Mans frailty, 
ſtanding upon his owne 
Free-will ; and falling 
by ſo ſtanding. Free- 
will hath loſt all man- 
kind already, and yet 
mankind thus 1oft 1s not 
our of love with Free- 
will, bur thinkes well 
of thatby which it hath 
beene loſt, and undone. 


It ſeemes a brave thing 
for 
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for acreatureto ſtand a- 
lone, and out of hisowne 
Freewill, and naturall a- 
bilities to bring forth 
Actions of vertue, And 
theſe home-borne and 
naturall vertnes doe caſt 
ſuch a Luſtre on the eyes 
of natnrall men \, that 
ſome of theſe , rhough 


charren in MaSked in the ſhapes and 
his Pre- yiſours of Divines, have 


face of 


 wiledom. 


not doubted to preferre 
theſe vertues of Free-w2ll 
and Nature, before thoſe 
of Divinity, Andyeta 
man would thinke , that 
the Brauiſe which Free- 
will harh gotten by the 
Fall of eAdam , ſhould 

have 


LO 
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have brought wiſe men 
into ſome diſtruſt, if not 
diflike of it, eſpecially 
if with a right eye they 
could bur looke into the 
inſide of theſe vertues, 
yea into Free-will ir ſelf, 
and ſee the Love of God, 
the very ſoule and life of 
goodnes, and good Adﬀi- 
ons, dead and vaniſhed. 
For ifthe love of G-dbe' 
not inthe will, the ve- 
ry lite of goodnes is lack- 
ing, and fo the will is a 
dead Roar, and the works 
which -it .brings forth”; 
are but dead workes. They 
are but. the carcaſſes'<of 
yereues, and noc.vertnes 

7 D them- 


50 The pe Oracle. s 


themſelves, Buc the 


Truth is, that chough 
Free-will "bath loſt * 
excellency- of it by the 


Fall,ie hath gotten ſome- 


thing in ſtead of it, to. 
make it up ; and that is 
Pridez Pride andthe will 
fallen, thinke better of 
themſelves now , then 


the will with Gods per- 


fe& Image didthinke of 
themſelves before the 


Fall, Then the will did 


chinke of ir ſelfe rhar ir 
needed ſomething , and | 


therefore it deſired an i 


Addition , and fell by | 
that deſire. But now the 
will cthinkes chat it is : 


Rich, 
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Rich, and hath neede of 
nothing ; though indeed 

| itneedes the more, the 
lefle it thinkes char it 
neederch» And this zeed' 
would' God teach it by To this 
theſe experiments. And £2d by | 
indeed even in this ſtate NG on 
of the Fall, there is-ſfo ments, 
much free-well lefr, and 
of thar natnrall Ability yinced of 
(which ſome call natn- Þis need 
rall grace) that by this —_— 
Remnant or piece, there and grace - 
may bee a Tryall made<*u 

| what man would doe, if 

| heehadthe whole. Ir is 
the very ſentence of 
Trath ir ſelfe , that by 
the faithfulneſle in little, 

D 2 the 
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the faithfulneſſe in much 
is found, and diſcerned. 
Trae it is,thart ar firſt, the 
Image of God was fo 
whole in Man, that God 
might have ſeene his 
likenes in man , as in a 
 lirctle Glafle or Mirrour. 
Bur now the plaſſe is 
broken, yet ſo broken, 
that there remaine ſome 
picces and parcells of ir, 


though looking away 


from the Creator to the 


299.2.15 Creature. There is ſome 


light in the underſtand- 
ing, ſome Freedom in the 
will, and ſome approving 
good, and accuſing of 


evill in the Conſcience. 
| Sg 
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So thatir cannot bee de- 
nyed , bur there is ſo 
much lefe of the firſt na- 
tuarall Ability , as may 
ſerve to continue and 
preſerve mankind. Caz 
might and did know, 
that it was 2 wicked 
thing to kill his Brother 
Abell . and this he ſhew- 
eth, evenin the hiding 
of his Murther,and ſhift- 
ing ir off wich this chur- 
liſh Queſtion , Am 7 my 
Brothers keeper } Yea 
knowing it to bee wick- 
ed, hee migh thave cho- 
ſen whether hee would 
havedone it. And here- 
upon is grounded the 

D 3 Juſtice 
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Juſtice of humane Lawes, 
puniſhing offences a- 


gainſt common ſociety ;. 
which alſo are forbid- 
den in divers Precepts 


of the fecond Table. Yea 


there is left in man ſo- 
much light, that hemay 


' thereby ſee in the Crea- 


tures , the Impreſſions. 
and Characters of the 
great wiſedome , and 


Power of the Creator ; 
And fhndour God there- 
 byin ſuchſort,thar with- 


all hee may ifinde him to 
bee a Spzrit ; and thar 
God ought to bee wor- 
ſhipped as a Spiric, with 
afpirituall worſhip, ha 

os 
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 Thegreat Oracle. 


55 


2 my 


hee may eaſily ſee and 
finde, that the Creator 
is farre more 'excellent 
then his Creature , and 
being the chiefeſt F1- 
ſence ſhould have the 
worſhip of mans chiefeft 
part. Andon the con- 


trary hee might as eaſily Kon. r» | 
finde that it 1s moſt un- ** 1 


reaſonable that the g1o- 
7yand worſhip due tothe 
Creator ſhould be taken 


from him, and given to - 


the Creature, and ſo by 
a perverſe confuſion, the 
Creature in worſhip bee 
preferred before the 
Creator, 

Now to theſe Rem- 
D 4 nants 
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\c uants of Free-will and 
A grear Paturall grace doth God | 
Experi- penerally leave the firft 
oY world. A worid which 
Need beſides a high degree of 
n the  naturall Ingenioſiy, diſ- 
Nature, CErned-in their inventi- 

ons of Arts , had ver 
. long lives; by the help 
of both which , they 
might have largely diſ- 
covered the great Viſe- 
dome and power of God, 
in a large diſcovery of 
12 Impreſhons of this 
wiſedome , and power 
ſtamped on the Crea- 
cures both in Heaven, 
and Earth ; And here- 
a2pon they might and 
” thould 
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ſhould have given the 
more Honour, and ſer- 
vice to the Fountaine of 
this wiſedome and pow- 
er. Soalfoby rhe ſame 
helps and; Advantages, 
they might have found 
our more fully and large- 
ly the Caſes of Equity, 
and Juſtice, for the pre- 
ſervation of common ſo- 
clety , and the welfare 
of mankinde. And now 
becauſe this world is fo 
generally lefr to the 
ſtare of Narure, and the 
Remnants of natural 
grace , this time is as it 
were by common - con- 
ſenr called, the. Time of 
Natiate. ID 5 Eur 


Where- 
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But behold now what 
is the iflue of this Sracec 


in is a Of nature, and what be- 
generall c5mes of men thus left 


GOrrupti- 


on by 


tothe Remnants of free- 


Free-will. wall and naturall grace > 


Let not me, bur God him- 


Gen.6.11 ſe]frell it; The Earth had 


Iz, 


verſe 5+ 


generally corrupted ut ſelfe,. 


and was filled wth Cruelty. 
The Jmaginatzons of mans 
heart were all evill, & only 
evil, & continually evill, O 
unhappy free-will , thus 
ſill bringing forth moſt 
miſerable conſequences. 
Andnow let men chaſe, 
wherherthey wil fay thar 
in this time, which is cal=. 
led thetime of nature,man 
b= was 
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was. left onely ro the 
Remnants of maturall 
grace, orhadanewgene- 
rallgracegiven unto him; 
for che more of this pe- 
nerall grace is faidro bee 


piven to man in this ge- 
aerall Apoſtaſie, thermore. 


doth it appeare, that ge- 
z»erall grace will not keep 


man from a gererall Apo- 


ftafie, Indeed ir feemes 
ro mee, (and I thinke ir 


did fo to the Creator - 


himſelfe, for wee reade 
of no ſuch new ſupply) 
that the Remnants ofthe 
old raturall grace might 
ſaffice for an experimenr, 
and rhat by rheie ir 
might 
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wighr bee ſeene , thathe 
who.zs not fairbfull; inlinl, 
wall not be fauhfull in much: 
and rhat they who fall 
into divers ſinnes , into 
which, they mighe nor 
have fallen, by the help 
of theſe Remnanrs , 

would alſo fall, rhoug b 
they had more help e = 
the ſame kinde, Rk 
would leave them as free 
to fall, as theſz doe. And 
this anerelt grace beſt a- 
grees with the Title, gi- 
ven to this time, the 12me 
of Nature : yer if any 
Wil needs haveir ſo.thac 
man in this time, receiv- 
ed a new general grace, 
the 
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the grant hereof will but 
gratify them with a diſ- 
advantage. For behold 
vhe excellence andglori- 
ous iſſue of this new ge- 
nerall grace; CA aewge-+ 
zerall Fall, followeth this 
new generall Grace ; the 
Imaginations of Mans 
Heart , notwithſtanding 
this grace, are continu- 
ally aad generally evill. 
And thus as man fell 
with itin grofſe in Ada, 
ſonow hee falleth with 
' ir by Poll in this o/4 
world. So that the more 
of this generall grace you 
' doenow give unto man, 
/ the more you ſer forth 
Mans 
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Mans inftabiliry with 
it; andthe leffe Honour | 
or ſtrength and Efficacy ' 
you give unto it, For if 
man thus fall in the z#» 


Ffwlnſſe of it, it appear- 


eth plainely, char by rhe 
vety fulzeſſe of it man 
will not ftand. And is 
not ſuch a grace excee- 
ding defirable,and worth 
the bringing in with 


ftrong conrention,wher- 


with the world hath bin 
twice undone , once in 
Adam, and once again - 
after Adam > Can wee 
thinke ſo well of our 
felves , that when all 
men tell with it in perfet 
Adam, 
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[£filam , and 4 world of in. 
genuous , and Renowned 
men fell with ir ſince A4- 
dam, yet wee will ſtand 
by that wherewith the 
world hath thus ewice 
fallen. If any man chink 
fo , there is the ods of 
two worlds againſt one 
man, that hee will fall 
alſo. Baurwere it nota 
farre wiſer way to hold 
free-will , and Free-wall- 
Grace, aglorzous, but a 
dangerous Prrvalegge, and 
by che experiments of 
theſe gexerall falls , to 
learne and acknowledge, 
that free-will with ſuch 
paturall and general 
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race, Will ſerve for lit- 
cle other uſe but ro make 
experiments 2 even ECX- 
periments that man will 
not ftand alone by the 
ſtrength of free-will at- 
tended by this kinde of 
wnreling and wnſtablith- 
zng grace ; Bur: that the 
will ofthe Creature hath 
need of rhe hand of the 
Creator , toſerrle and 
eſtabliſh zr, even a ftable 
ſeede of aftuating . and 
confirtping. grace., ever 
nouriſhed, (upplyed, and 
ſupported by. #n:0z with 
the Dezty, 

And as in this whole 
worid thus expremely:, 
and 
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& univerſally corrupted, ., **+ 
we have ſcene the inſta- 
bility , and eApoſtaſie Of ſtards 
mankinde witch Free-wll, _—_— 
and naturall grace, So in &41l 
one man Which ſtood Grace. 
when this World fell; 2... 
Let us behold the ſtabi- wo:14 
liry of che ſeed of God , is _ 
even the ſeed of the wo- ,z;1 y_ 
Dan , eſtabliſhed by a generalt 
Powerfull,effe&uall, and ©** 
enduring Grace, For of Gen, 6.5: 
one man, even of Noah, *: 
It is ſaid, (as of an excep- 
tion from this generall 
corruption ) But Noah 
found grace znthe eyes of 
the Lord. 

Now what grace was 


this. 
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this which Noah found > | f 


or by what grace did hee | - 


finde this grace ? ſhall 
wee thinke that Noah 


ſtoodalone, by the ſame | 


Free-will-Grace , with 
which all the reſt of the 
world periſhed- 2 ſhall 


x 
£ 


' 


] 
FI 
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wee thinke that Noah | 
diſcerned bimſelfe from 


a whole world , and fo 
give the glory of this dif- 
ference to Neah, and not 
to God ? (hall wee ſay, 
that all mankind had one 
and the ſame ygenerall 


grace, but Noahonely by 


his Free-w:ll, made uſe 
of this grace, and ſtood 
by it, when all the reſt 
| fell 


' 
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| fell with the ſame grace? 
| If we ſhould ſay ſo, yer 


) what ſhall wee thinke of 


this ſtate of Free-wll, and 

generall grace , which 
' comes to this fearefull 
iſſue, that: therewith a 
whole world. perifherth, 
and but one man finderh 

race > ſhall we magnihte, 
or deſire ſuch a Stare. 
whercinir is a ©Hzllzon to 
one , yea a World to one, 
that but one of a World 
will ſtand? or ſhall wee 
preferre that as the beſt 
Eſtate of Graceand Mer- 
cy, which giveth no more 
ſtability ro thoſe thar 
haveir ; bur char all ſave 
one 
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_ one will fall wich. ir- ; 


' Caſt a glance of aſecing 


mil 
And if a man doe bur| 
\ gep 
eye, on ſuch an Eſtate, | oy 
doth. it nor preſently | Fa 
look like an Eftateunder | Þ 
the Covenant of Juſtice, ry 
and not under the Cove- © 
nant of grace 2 O Let us. - 
then be ſtill afraid of this. c 
Stare of Free-will, and ge- _ : 
perall grace thus ſtill at- | 
rended with generall R#- 
ines, Andlet us mightily | 
accuſe mans Pride,which 


: by his opinion: of ſtand- þ. 


' ing with Free-will and ge- | 
\ erall grace, calls upon 


\God fora reſtraint of his | 
ſpeciall grace, anda per- , 
miſhon | 
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miſſion of theſe general! 
Falls with a Free-wmill,and. 
 generall Grace, that .by 
theſe Experiments mans 
Pride being abated, God 
may have leave at lengrh 
more generally to be- 
ſow his ſpeciall grace, 
without looſing the Glo- 
ry and Prayſe due to him 
forit. Foreven by the 
Reſtyaints of this grace, 
God aymes at the Catho- 
lick exlargement of it; 
when by ſuch Reſtraints 
Mankindis fitted for this 
enlargement. In the - 
meane time, while wee 
bewaile the generall ru-. 
:nes of Pree-will, and ge- 

nerall 
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nerall grace', let us take| 
noticeof the ſtability of 

Gods ſpecial anÞeffectual 
grace; to theGlory of the 

Author ofit; For by-this 
| ſpeciall grace, one Man 

can ſtand: alone ,, amid | 
the Kuines of Mankind, 
falling-rognd.abourt- him 
with Free-well, and gexc- 
rall grace. Though. the 
Serpent prevaile over a 
world ob naturall men. 
and turne-them into his 
ownefſeede, yet hee can- 
not prevaile over one 
| man , being the ſpiritu- 

1 all- ſeed of the: wolnan; 
i Gd. 4426 The Mother mhich is above- 
I" zs free, andher children 
if Will 
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| will nor bebroughrinta 2.51. 


Bondage ; being borne , (,,. .. 
of that FreeSpirit,which 21. 22. 
is mightier-chen the ſpi- 

rit which is in the world; 

and ftabliſherth thoſe 

chat are borne of it ; 
There is more ſtabiliry in 

one man borne of: God, 
under: the Covenant of 
ſpeciall and effeQuall 
Grace, then in a worldof 

men under. the Law , 
with free-will and natu- 
rall grace ; one man ſta- 
bliſhed by ſpeciall grece, 
ſhameth a world of men 
falling with free-will and 
gexerall grace ; and this 
world of men falling 
with 
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race , magnifieth the ſta- 
bility of ſpeciall Grace, 
whereby one ſtands , 
when that world of men 
fell with che other. And 
thus withall God exhibits 
The victorious ſeed of the 
woman in that one that 
ſtandeth -, 
mayne Experiment of 


the great . zeed of that 


grace, which begetteth 
and ſapporreth this ſeed, 


19, 
A greater that fallech. 


Ruall 
Grace. 


{af- 


with free-will an 2nd generall 


and pives a 


inthe midſi of a world 


Yer this point of Hu+- 
ihe tid wilicy, in acknowledge- 
of cife- ing mans need of - Gods 
eſtabliſhing grace, is not. 


> ES 2 - CO 


73 


—— ——— ——— ———— 
i —_— —_— — — Wa 14, 4 


"The great Oracle. 


ſufficiently Learned. 
Thereis yet an opinion, 
that man with genera!l 
and naturall grace , ma- 
naged by his owne Free- 
will will ſtand uprights; 
eſpecially if he be aided, 2 5- 
animated, and ſtirredup 6 4s; 
with ſtrong outward &s. 30. 
helpes and motives, ſuch v0 M 
as are plaine direfions, 114.16. 
and commands, andeſpe- 3% 
cially /ign's and wonders: 
, Yeaitſeemes this opini- 
on is gotten into Hell it 
 ſelfe, That man with ap 
| extraordinary {ene will 
. beleeve, though hee will not 
otherwiſe beleeve by ordina- 
| fy meanes, Wherefore 
; E chis 


go OE OI 


— 


74 Thegreat Oracle. 
this opinion hath neede 
alſo to bee confuted by 
ſome plaine Experiment, 
that man failing with 
ſach helpes joyned to na- 
tural] or common grace, 
the neede of God's ſpeci- 
all and effeQuall grace, 
may abſolutely appeare ; 
And that all helpes be- 
ſides this grace being gi- 
ven, and not availing; 

_ mans ſure helpe may bee 

1x8 ſeene to ſtand in this a- 

4 lone; And thus ar Jaſt by 

ſuch degrees of tryall , 

the abſolute need of this 

grace being made appa- 
rent, the beſtowing of ic 

in a greater -mealure 
may 
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may bee {eaſonable , be- 
cauſe then it may gaine 
due prayſeand Glory to 
the giver of it , whoſe 
glory isthe very end of 
Mankind, and of aH the 
diſpenſations of grace in 
whatſoever changes and 
varieties. And indeed : 
itis more worth thenall 
mankind, yea then the 
whole Creation. 
Now towards this glo- 4s; 
ry,by this urmoſt experi- 8iving 
ment, The world is to. 
be peopled againe , and Helpes 


2 4 - to Free- 
filled with Nations; But A 


among theſe Nations , Naucall: 
God will not onely rake, Grace. 
but »akea nation as an 

E 2 High 
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High and Chiefe Maſter- 
piece, and Paterne of all 
Nations ; In this piece 
ſhewing whar the whole 
would doe, or rather not 
doe, with all ontward 
Improvements. And 1n- 
deed if all the world 
ſhould lay their wits to- 
gether, they cannot de- 
viſe ſuch helpes and Im- 


provements as God gave. 


to this People. For art 


the very beginning, God 


did make them by 2:ra- 


cle; ſo that they them-. 


ſelves are a racle, be. 
ing raiſed to lite from 
twotharc were dead ; For 


thus miraculouſly was 


ſac 


NS 
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Iſaac borne , and this 
Nation in him. The pre- 
ſervation allo of rhis 
Nation , in Jacob from 
Fſau was miracnJous.: 
And in the Patraarkes 
preſerved from the Fa- 
mine , through the 
Dreames of Joſeph , the 
Bacler, and Pharaoh, ma« 
ny wonders were Joyn= 
ed together ; but above 
all , if wee behold rhe 
ſtrange Acts of God done 
in /£gypt, for the deli- 
verance of this Nation, 
there may we ſee won- 
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ders ſo extraordinarily 
wonderfull , that God ;,, 


himſelfe afirmeth thar 
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in them hee had ſhewed 
his m:ghty hand and out- 


fretched eArme. And as 


he brought them out of 
Egypt by wonders, ſo he 
led them by wondevs 
through wonders; even 
Dy a Pillar of a Cloud, 
and fire through the Red 
Sea; the Sea opening tq 
them , and making a 


Path for them , bur-ſhuc- 


cting it ſelfeupon their e- 
nemies, andutterly de-. 
ſtroying them; Hee fed 
them alſo with wonders, 
even With Bread from 
Heaven, and with water 
froma dry Rock. Lawes 
allo and Commande- 
| meuts 


, 


ments WEIc 
ftrange'9 


y10!arion = them 3 Þ 
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plainely, bur | 


to 


be- 
ſides. 
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ſides God gave Prieſts 
to expound , and teach 
thele Lavves ; even 


Fricſts endued with the 


wonderfull Revelations 
of Urim and Thammim, 
Hee alto added ro theſe a 
continuall ſucceſhon , 
and Race of Prophets, 
who: called on them ear- 
ly and late in the Name, 
and (pirir of the Lord, to 
keepe their Hearts cloſe 
to this Law , and to re- 


_ turne when they ſtraz ed 


from it. Yea when words 
and wonders would not 
ſerve , bur they. would 
borh halt and tare our 
of: the. way ,, God often 
ſpurd 


PENPETSES o , 
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ſpurd hem up with ſharp. 
CorreXons and Cha- 
giſements, £0 make them 


ant it, eV TO the LaV, 


and ro the T elt1mon)- 
And now What con! 


2 
and hedge and drefſed 
with LAaWEs » wonders , 
bleſſings » and chaftile» 
ments. 
Trac it is Nat gene” 
rally 


rally they had bur the 
Deut. 29. remnants of the old gene 
q -, Tallz& Free-will-grace,this 
13. time of the Law being a. 
2 (07.36 time of: Tryall, and Ex- 
:s. © periment, to ſee the ut- 
Heb 8, 9 moſt ſtrength, or rather 


om. 8:3 weakenes , of. Free-will. 


”" 3" and Naturall grace; And 


therefore this Nation 


was left to: the Law, 


which was a Miniſtery 


of theLerrer, and not of 


the Spiritg. A Covenant 
of workes., and not of 


grace, athing which was. 


weake becaule of the 


fieſh-, wherein it both. 


found and left Mankind. 
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And whereas by the: 
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Law, they ſhould have _ 
found our their owne yp.le. 
weaknes, and the Impo- upoa the 
rency of naturall and _— 
free-will-grace , and ' fo "o Folktl: 
have beene directed by alegall 
it as by a Schole-Maſter, _ 

ro the effecuall grace of 
God in Chriſt , _—_— 
without any ſcruple fall 
roundly to the anderta- 

king of ir , with- their: 
common, naturall, and: 
Free-will-grace. For they- 
ſtumbled ar: the ſame . 
Block , whereat their. 
followers ſtumble, even: 

at this noone. day; that 
becauſe Lawes , Com-- 
mands,. or exhortations 
are +. 


—— 
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are given r0 them, there- 
fore they have powerto | 
periormeandobey them, { 
whereas in this ſtare of 
the fall , (wherein man, 
though he was caſt down 
really by falling, yer he 
was imaginarily pufted 
up with Pride, a ſpeci- 
all fruir of his fall) che | 
Law was given to con- 
b + vince man of his weake- 
| nefle , and not to ſhew 
; him his ſtrength and 
ower, Yet. theſe Jewes 
by the blindnefle of the 
{ame Pride, which the 
Law purpoſely intend- 
edro caſt downe and a- 
£x4.19.2 holiſh, fall ſtourly to the 
andery 
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them, to ſhew them their 
weakenefle, they become 
a moſt fall and palpable 
Experiment of Mans. 
weaknes', and Inability 
tokeepe the Law, even. 
when hee undertakes 
ic with his greateſt 
ftrength. Andin them. 
wee lee the great failing, 
of naturall grace and 


free-will , rhough moſt 


earneſtly , and zealouſly 
ſer upon the keeping of 
the Law, and that wirh 
the Advantage of all 
outward Helps and Im- 
provements.. And they 

udly rcach us , thar 
there is no other — - 
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of a conſtant Holineſle,. 
and obedzencetothe Law, 
bur the powerfull and 
cffeCuall grace of the Spz- 
ret , given. in the New 
Covenant, which wrir- 
eth the Law in our 
Heares ; and powreth in- 
co us a powerfull and fta- 
ble ſeed and. Roote of 
Reghteouſneſſe, 

But that wee may not 24, 
ſeeme to: ſlander theſe Yer faile 
Jewes,but may give ſound — 
proofes of their weak- 1y, 
nes, as wee have produ- 
ced the great , bur falſe 
vaunts. and ſhewes of 
their: ſtrength ., let us 
teare their owne Proe 
phets 


pn IE 


—_— 


88 Thegpreat Oracle, 


Eſa. I- 


| | Ter. 10. 
E 8. 


phers accuſing them , and 
rot ſo much their Pro- 
phets as God himlſelte by 
the Prophets. 

By oneof them heſairh, 
ah ſinfoll Nation, A peo- 
ple laden with Inzquity, the 


whole Head is ſick; andihe 


Heart 2s faint , from the 
ſole of the Foot even to the 
Head, theres no; ſoundnes 
7nit ; but wounds and brui- 
ſes, and purifying. ſores, 
Every one 1s an Hypacrae, 
_ every one ſpeaketh fol- 
s By another, hee ſaith : 


"x earneſtly proteſtedto your 
Fathers , an the day that 7 


brought them out of the 
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Land of Egypt , even un- 
to this day, refing early and 
proteſting , ſayang ; Obey 
my voce 5, yet they obeyed 
not , nor anclined thetr care, 
but walked Every one in 
the Imagination of ther 
evill Heart, 


By a Third, God ſums Feh,o. 


meth up a ſtory of his bleſs 
fings upon Jſracl , and ſe- 
condeth ut with another ſto= 
ry of Iſraels Rebellions ; 
The (Fildren of Iſrat'l 
( faith he) rebelled againft 
mee, they walked not in my 
Statutes , neather kept my 
Indgements to doethem. 
The ſame -' generall 
inundation of wicked- 
ncs 
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Dag: 20S and Rebellion may 
' © weefinde acknowledged 
in Damels Confeſfion , 
and other complaints , 
and out-cries of the Pro- 
phers; Burif Trae finne, 
Judih (honld not tran(- 
oreſle; nor Jeraſalem the 
Holy Cty, and feat of the 

Great King. 
8x 16, Yea, but heare what 


i 
; 


Hey Elder Siſter is Sama- 
Tia, and her younger Sifter 
| #5 Sodom,@ her Daughter s, 
yet hath Jeruſalem not done 
| after th eir abominations , 
bat as if that were a very 
kale thing , ſheet was cor- 
rapted more ihen they all ins 
her. wayes. Mans 


--- 46-46... the King himſelfe ſaith ; 


F; 


Mans free-w1 1 
of bertering » groWes 
Proud by Priviledges» and 


Pride breeds ſecuritY » 


and ſecurity opens a way 


ro a Deluge of wicked” 


| Harlot, becauſe 
ow 


yedft om thy 0 
. Fornicaneny on. exe ne=" 4 


— 
a,” -2.. 0 


2111 a Genera” 


lity,that God ſaith 
Runne chroog 
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ter. 5. 1, #heftreets of Lernſalem, and | ti 
ſee and know, and ſeek in \ v 
the broad places thereof, if | 
yee can finde a man, if there \ | 


be any that executeth judge- | 
4 


-* ad 


ment, that feeketh Truth, 
and wil pardon tit. 
Behold an urcer rebel- 
lion and 4poſtafie. And - 
indeed if Free-will and 
generall grace would | 
have done anything to- ._| 
ward the keeping of the 
Law, it ſe2mes thewver- 
tne and Efficacy of chem | 
= ſhould eſpecially have ® 
B appeared in the grear, | 
a wiſe and learned men; 
Even in the Prences , 
Þrieſts, and Prophets. For 
theſe 
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| cthele ſeemed to bee the 
| topofthart NATION, 
; which was the Top of 
# Nations, And indeed, 
. God himſelfe takes theſe 
upon ſuſpicioa of moſt 
likelihood to fulfill the 
Taw ; and theretore 
ſairh: 1 will ger mee tothe. 
Great men , for theſe have 
knowne the way of the Lord, 
. and the judgement of thewr 
God. 
Bur behold theſe men 
though chiefeſt in natu- 
; rall Abilities, are chief- 
7 ly and generally wick- 
| ed. Theſe bethey ((aith I: 5+ 5: 
the Lord) that have alto- 
gether broken the Toake , 
© and 


1 


% 
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Exek. 22. 
26, 


Prieſts have violated the 
Law, the Princes are like 
ravening Wolves, and the 
P rophets have daubed them 
with untempered CMorter, 
and I ſought for a man a- 


mong them that ſhould ſtand. 


#nthe gap before mee, that 
f ould z0t deſtroy it, bat 
tfoand none. Beho'd a 
generall Apoſtaſie ; and 
greateſt in the Greateſt, 
The moſt ablefree-will men, 
of this undertaking, zea- 
Jons, and Improved Na- 
tion , are the off able 


ſinners. 


Bur yet that there may 
bee no height of wick- 
ednes 


and burſt the Bonds. The \ 


| F _, CUTIE = 


— MY... 


A «< 


. > —— 


4 
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ednes to which chey doe 


not attaine , bur that 
their ſinne may become 
our of meaſure fſinfull , 
and come to a kind of 
perfetion , or rather 


a tranſcendency of wick- 


ednes, theſe men become 
the Murtherers of him 
who was ſear to be their 


\ Saviour , and lo they . 


make up that ſumme of 


wickednes , which thus 
Saint Steven caſterh UP 458.55 


"<V 


TY” 
& 


for them ; Yee ſtiffe-nerk- 52. 


ed and uncircumciſed 18 
Heart, you doe alnayes re- 
fiſt the holy Ghoſt; as your 
Fathers did ſoe doe yee : 
which of the Prophets have 


z0t 
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a0t your Fathers perſecu- 
ted, and they have [laint 
them , which ſhewed before 
L the comming of the Tuſt one, 
of whom yee have beene now 
the Betrayers and Mur- 
therers, A molt feare- 
full iſſue of free-wll, ar- 
F | rended with whatſoever 
| f generall grace; After all 
or varieties and degrees of 
| ſinne, they come ar laſt 
"NA to this Grea: one, zo put 
3B 10 Death the Lord of life. 
3 And(now by the way) 
|. Neb.9,3o Ifthe Lovers of free-w2ll, 
Prov.1e2 3 and generall grace will 
Zach,7,z 1 reeds have this reſiſting 
of the Holy Ghoſt, to be 
a refiſting of him in the 
ſupplies 


EEO bs, "ak! La, . 
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ſupplies of generall grace, 
( though wee know that 
there is a reſiſting of the 
Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking by 
the Prophets) ſurelythere 
can ſcarce bee a greater 
conformation of the per- 
petuall ſuckcefſenes of 
generall grace, then from 
theſe wordes , which af- 
fhrme that zt bath alwayes 
beene reſiſted. 

Thus have wee ſeene 
another gererall A poſta- 


fie notwithſtanding any 


generell graces An Apo- 
{taſte grcater according 
th rhe greatneſſe of out- 
ward Helpes: And ther- 
tore the greateit experi- 
ment 


AWE 


. \ 1490 tin art DAG aepis 4 he of ate 
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riment of mans weaknes, 

Ntanding upon his owne 

free-will. And ſoin this 

People we ſee it plaine- 

ly tryed , that man-kind 

with whatſoever out- 

ward helps and Improve- 

ments , will needs fall, 

while he ſtanderh by his 

own free-will;Yea though 

he never {o confidently 

., Undertake to ſtand and 
Ads nor to fall. 

of Ex Wherefore let ns now 

P*ri- inone view behold the 

thewing ſumme of many woful! 


.MMeENnts, 


—— ” — 
— —— ————— _—_ 
. 


xg Experiments. Firſt, the 
Whea he fall of mankind in Adam 
ſtands with Free-will and ge- | 


upon f18% - 
_ nerall grace in the ſtare 


of Perfection. 2. 


[ 
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2, the Fall of mankind 
in the firſt world, with 
their great Abilities of 
Nature, and long lives. 

Thirdly the fall of 
Mankindin a odelland 
Maſterpiece , improved 
with all outward Helps, 
and Advantages ; and 
hereapon ler it bee con- 
i1dered, wherher by the 
mouth of theſe rhree 
great witnefles , this 


 worddoe not ſtand; That 


man ſtanding upon his own 
Free-wall , will not ſtand, 
but fall; Sarely mankind 
chus tallen, firſt, in the 
State of perfetion, And 
fecond'y under the Law of 

F2 MNatare, 


DOD. DE EO 
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Nature , And thirdly, 
under the Law of Moſes, 
ſeemes to groane under 
Ruines, and to cry out 


- Lord ſaveus by thy ſpeciall 


and effeFuall Grace, or elſe 
we all periſh , with free- 
will and generall Grace. 
Bur if man for Con- 
centions ſake, will not 
ſaffer the Gemtzles to be 
concluded in the Fall of 
the ewes, but will needs 
doubt that the Gezxtzles 
may ſtand by their Free- 
will without Helpes, 
whenthe Z7ewes fell with 
helpes ; hee may thus 
receive a Reſolution of 
his cauſelefſe doubrt,from 
one 


—_— 
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one that will not deceive 
him. 

Saint Paul ſpeaking of 
the Gentiles in this time 


of the Law, faith, That 44 14. 
2n times paſt God (ufered 165. 


all Nations to walke zntheir 
owne wayes, Now tteir 
owne wayes , are wayes 
choſen by their own free- 
wills (ſuch as they had) 
and attended with 
whatſoever Generall 
grace, either in Truth or 
ſuppoſition. Bur now 
ler us ſee what waycs 
theſe WAYES of 
their owne were , and 
ler the ſame Paul thar 
toldus the former, tel! 


_—_— 


F 3 us 


——— 
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us alſo the Later. | 

The Gentiles ((aith he) \ 

walke in the vanity of thear * 
minde, having the under- 
ftanding darkned , being 

alienated from the life of | 
God, and being paſt feeling 
have given themſelves over 

to laſcrviouſnes , to worke © 
all uncleaneneſſe with gree- 
dineſſe, And if yet you 
E | will ſee the deformed 
t | Character of the Gentiles, 
bs | more lively deſcribed, 
Z behold ir againe as it is 
vl -drawne thus by the ſame 
| \(6,3-12 Apoſtles At that time yee 
were without (hrift, being 

alzens from the common- 

wealih of Iſrael, and ſtran- 

gers 


": Pho great 
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gers from the Covenant of 
promiſe, baving no Hope, 
and without God' jnz the 
world, Behoid the moſt 
miſerable ſtare of the 
Gentiles; while the com- 
mon-wealch of Iſrael 
ſtood ; even an eſtate 
without a Sawzowr, wicth- 
our the Covenant, wireh- 
out Hope , and wichour 
God > And now concern- 
ing this eſtate , whar 
would the friends of free- 
will, and generall grace 
have us to thinke or be- 
leeve? would they have 
us to thinke , that the 
Genizles had generall 
Grace, when they were 
F 4 genes 


ara. 
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generally without Chriſt, | ; 
without the Covenant, | 
without God, and with : 
out Hope > A ſtrange 
grace which is withour 
Chriſt, without God, and 
without Hope. Or had 
they ſuch a grace, andyet 
have brought themſelves 
to bee without Chr:ſt, 
and without God , and 
without Hope ? Then in 
them let us ſtill behold 
the unhappy ſacceſſe of 
free-wmall and gpenerall 
grace, ſeeing the Gentles 
notwithſtanding any ge- 
nerall GRACE, or 
FREE WILL , are 
come to bee withour 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt , without God, and 
without Hope. 

True it is that by theſe 
and other places it ra- 
ther appeares , that 
the GENTILES were 
lefr ro the firft Rem- 
nants of naturall grace; 
withour a new ſupply 
of general GRACES; 
both becauſe they were 
{ſuffered to walke in their 
owne wayes; Which im- 
plies that there was no 
new Addition given 
them for an alteration 
of their wayes ; And 
becaule dS A L1INT 
P AV L when hee 
goes about to convince 
F5 then 
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them of' wilfull finne, he 
doth it by proving them 
guilty of croſſing the 
light of Nature , even 
the Remnants of the . 
old naturall grace, and 
x9 1.19 and not the ſupplies of a 
ard 2, 14, NEW Generall grace, For | 
155 againſt the very lighr of | 
nature, and Inſtinas of 
naturall conſcience, they 
gave away the Honour, 
and worſhip of the Crea- 
cor to the Creature, Buc 
howloever, ifit be rather 
deſired that they may be |: 
ſaid ro have had a new | 
generall grace , it will 
bur increaſe the notice. ' 
and proofe of the per- 
petuall 


*% 8 
—_— 4 
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| peruall ſucceſleſfenes of 
| Iir.For wich wharſoever 
' generall grace, their Free- 
wills were followed, the 
Gentilesare found ſinners 
as wellas the lewes: Al rom. 3.9. 
have ſinned , and all have *3* 
. depraved themſelves of the 
| glory of God ; under the 
name of [ew and Gentile 
all mankind is contained, 
and (o in the fall both of 
Tew and Gentile , it ap- 
peareth thar Mankind 
will not ſtand alone, be- 
ing left to free-wl/, bur 
that the Creatures will 
have need tro bee held, 
and eſtabliſhed by the 
hand of the Crea:or; as 
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© a Child is made ſafe from 

i falling by being held by | 
the hand of his Father, 
rather then by holding 
It, 

24s Butas the weakeneflſe 

An ex- of the Creature appear- 

Ts ih in mankind, thus uni- | 

|| fanding verſally falling while ic | 

| mae, h ſtandeth alone , ſo the 

| fectuall ſtrength of the Creature, 

þ gre, ſupported by the Crea- 

_ by £OT appeareth in a Rem- 

free- will nant, which ſtandeth du- 

vndert)*ring this generall Fall, 

av. . | 
and Ruine both of Jew, |, 

and gentle, For there | 

goes on ſtill a feed of 

promiſe , even a ſeed of 

the woman, which ſtands 


upright, 


LOSS 


- — 
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upright , when all the 
world falleth round a- 
> bout them. The effe- 
| Gall grace of God pre- 
| ſerveth them, while free- 
' mill with whatſoever ge- 
' nerall grace in the reſt 1s 
veffecual. For who dares 
to attribute the ſtanding 
of this Remnant to Van, 
and his free-will , when 
the Spirit of God gives it 
unto God > Vho dares 
ro ſay, that this Rem- 
ant diſcerneth and leav- 
eth it (ſelfe, if God him- 
ſeife doe ſay, that hee 
hath left it, and other- 
wiſe it had notbeen lefr. 
That God himſelfe doth 
leave 


I1IO 


— 
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leave this Remnanr, God 
himſelfe chus affirmerh; 3 


ſand in1ſrael , all the knees 
which have not bowed to Ba- 
al. Andcbar this Rem- 
nant had nor beene lefr, 
if God had not left ir, let 


| 


: Kingat9 have left me ſeaven thon. | 


us heare the word of God 


in the mouth of thz 
Prophet affirming it ; Ex- 
cept the Lord hadleft aus a 
Remnant, wethad beene as 
Sodome, and like unto Go- 


20rrah. Wherefore out © 


of the Premiſſes who can 
frame a berrer concluſ1- 
on then the great eApo- 
file, who was taught by 
che ſame ſpirirthat ſpake 
the 


maincth then 


ER. Ge. 2 Wow 
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the premiſſes > There re» 


according to the EleGiop of 


grace.. CAnd if of prace, 


#0t of morkes; Yea not of 
mans free-will. For Iſ- 
rael obtained not this 
Remnant, butthe Eleati- 
on of grace , and the 
Grace of Ele&ion obtain- 
edit. Thewill of God, 
and northe will of man 
diſcerned. and left this 
Remnant ; for if Godhad 
not lefr this Remnan,the 
Remnant would not have 
leftir ſelfe. If God had 
no: diſcerned ir, there 
had beene no difference 
berweene the Remnant, 
and 


Rom. 1+ 
a Remnant F. 6. 
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6 and the reſt rhatfall ; bur 
one generall Apoſtaſie 
would have {ſwallowed 
upall; for the Prophet 
ſaith, that without this 
leaving of a Remnant by 
God , they had beene 
like Sodowme and Gomor- 
zah; and wee know that 
in Sodome and Gomorrah; 
not a man was lefr, So 
ir ſtill *appeares that to 
leave men to free-w:ll., is 
to leave not any one man 
ſafe, but itis the way to 
leave all to Ruine and 
Miſery,by the Creatures 
voluntary Inſtability ; 
And on the other ſide, 
the onely ſare ſafety of 

the 
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the Creature is in his 
Creator , even in this, 
that his will is held by 
the powerfull will and 
effetuall grace of him 
that made his w:/l and 
himſelfe, Except Gods 
free and effecuall grave, 
did ſave ſome; mans tree- 
will would loſe all. And 
where Mans Free-will 
would loſe all, yeteven 
then, Gods free-grace fa- 
veth ſome ; ſo to Mans 


free-will ſill is aſcribed 


all mans perdition; and 
ro Gods free-grace all 
mans ſalvation. 

Bue thus wee ſee both 
in thoſe that fall by free- 


will 


= 
i 1 
| 2 


1114 The great Oracle. 


will, and that ſtand by 
grace, that according to 
che firſt Plorr there goes | 
on joyntly a ſucceſſion of 
Experiments ; Which 
ſhew the weakneſſe of 
Mans free-will; anda ſuc- 
ceſhon of the promiſed 
ſeed of the woman, in 
which appeareth the 
ſtrengrh of Gods effeQu- 
all grace; each by com- 
pariſon more illuſtrating 
the other. Bur hither- 
to the Experiments are 
very large, and the pro- 
miſed ſeed bur ſmall, rhat 
the Experiments may be 
full, and convincing in 
their fulnes ; as alſo be- 
cauſe” | 


-- To great Ora le. I15 


cauſe- the Read of this 

Seed is not yer come, af- 

ter whoſe comming the 

God of order had ap- 
pointed that the body 

ſhall moſt fully bee exhi- 

bired. And indeed the 
fulneſſe of time for his 
comming ſeemed not to 

bee perfefted, untill the 
fulneſſe of thele Expe- 
riments had manifeſtly 5 
ſhewed an abſolute need wearnes 
of his comming. _— 

| But now theſe experi- Jra., 

, ments are growne tO a by gene- 
| compleate ſufficiency ; "4! ga 
| Tryallshaving bin made Tr ff 
| of man 2nthe State of per- comes in 


, the Time 
fetion;In the Stateof Nas Fo. 


Are eftectuall  .; 


add 
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ture after the fall , and in 
the tame of the Law, with 
the advantage of all out» 
ward Helpes and Im- 
provements. And mans 
free-will ſtill failing and 
falling with all ontward 
helpes , this failing of 
mankind cries out for 


inward helpe, even for 


the effetuall and ſure 
grace of the New Cove- 
nant, and for the Me- 
diator of it after whoſe 
comming this grace is 
moſt plentifully to bee 
diſpenſed. When the 
world lies in his bloud, 
and in groſfſe darkenefle, 
and the ſhadow of Dearth, 
chen 
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then is the ficteſt time for 
the day-ſpring from onhigh 
10 vifit it, Accordingly 


' now comes Chriſt Teſus 


into the world, and hee 
comes full of grace and 
truth , even of that grace, 
which creates truth in 
the inward parts ; writes 
the Law in the Hearr, 


and nor in Tables of 


Stoze. For as the Law 


was by Moſes, eventhat 


dead Letter.which found 
mans heart ſtony , and 
ſo leftir. So came grace, 
and truth by Chriſt Ieſus; 


. even that grace which by 
| theefhcacy therof turnes 


harts of ſtoxe into harts of 


fleſh 
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fleſh , and ſo writes the 
Law of God in them, that 
the Gates of Hell cannot 
prevaile againſt them , 
nor blot out this writing, 
And chus rhe world for- 
merly dead in treſpaſles 
and finnes, doth riſe from 
the dead on a ſudden , 
and Chriſt giveth ir light 
and life. And whereas 
before the Serpent gene- 
rally rtrinmphed over 
Mankind , notwithſtan- 
ding any Power of free- 
will , or any generall 
graceattending it;ſo that 
the Kingdome of Satay 


ſuffered violence ; Now *' 


this Chiefe ſeede of the 


_— —_— —. 
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woman comming into 
the World with abun- 
dance of ſpirit, and grace 


; effectuall,the ſtrong man 


is not only bound and 
caſt out of his holds, bur 
his ſubjedas fly from him 


throughall Nations , and. 


ſo flock to-this King of 
Glory andgrace,that they 


come flying like Doves 


to the windowes of the 
Church from every Na» 
tion ; yea, they flytoir, 
through loſſes, and Tor- 


Death, and fo both for 
che eminence in fervour, 
and the multicrude in 
Mumber . this time 1s 
generally 


OY John 12; 
ments and varieties of 3., 
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werem 
the Pro- 
m'ſer ful. 
hlls his 
oO vvn 
promiſe , 
of 2 lecd 
our of all 
Nations, 


generally called the Time 
of grace ; the ſame in 
ſence though in other 
wordes, which the He- 
rald Tohz, and the King 
Chriſt Teſus call The King- 
dome of Heaven; for borh 
of them ſay, the King- 
dome of heaven xs at hand. 
Andindeed when effecu- 
all graceis moſt plentiful- 
ly ſhedinto the hearts of 
men. then are men moſt 
plenrifnlly made the {ub- 
jects of God, and then ir 
may mot truely be {aid, 
that che Kingdome of 
Heaven 1s at hand. 

And thus eſpecially, 
and moſt tent” 7 
ul- 


| 
| 
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falflled, the great Pro- 
miſe of the ſeed of the wo- 
man; & the ſame promiſe 
renued in Abraham, 1x thy 


ſeed fhall all the Nations of 


the Earth bebleſſed. Aﬀeer 
the comming of the head 
of this ſcede, the Body of 
this ſeede comes in fol- 
lowing the Head,& joyn- 
ingiwich it,and ſo make- 
ing up the promiſed ſeed 
ofthe woman, & the ſeed 
of Abraham And ſurelyir 


| 1s no more then need,thar 


the promiſer by ſending 
his Son with abundance 
of grace, doe raiſe up his 
ſeed,and fo performe this 
own promiſe; for free-wll 

G hitherto 


— _  _ 
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hicherto harh made no 
ſeedof the woman, neither 
is it likely to begetany 
ſozs,bur (ervants, Where. | 
fore that the Promiſer 
may notcomeſhort ofhis 
promſe ; Hee will not 
leave the performance of 
them to Mans free-2/!, 
but hee that made the 


promiſe will performe 


whar hee hath promiſed. 
For ſo indeed, and ſo on- 


R420 ly Is the promiſe ſure of 


Cc, 


Performance. And ac- 
cordingly Abraham doth 
not faſten his Fazzh on 
mans free-w:!] for the 
performance of Goas pro- 
miſe , but on God that | 
promiſed, 


* 
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promiſed, Hee was ſtrong 
:n Faith (ſaith the Apo- 
file) giving Glory to God; 
and being fully perſwaded, 
that what hee had promiſed, 
hee was able to performe. 
Yea this very Fazth is im- 
pured to him for r2ghte- 
ouſnes, {o that ir deſerves 
well ro bee weighed, 
whether they that have 
not this fazth of eAbra- 
ham, have Abrahams righ- 
:couſnes ; And whether 
they bee Sonnes of prs- 
-m:ſe who give not the 
G:ory of their being 
ſonnes to the grace of the 
Promtſer. 

Howſoever certaine it 


C 2 IS 


Aofe ? 
] 
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is thatthe promſer begets 
the promiſed ſeed by the 
| Gm, YErrue of the promile. 
' xz, And herein was Iſaac a 
' Ron.9 7. Type allof the other ſons 
ng +25 of Abraham: For as 1ſa- 
{8 ac was firſt promiſed to 
ABR A H A M, and 
then borne of the pro- 
miſe by the Power ot the 
promiſer ; {o the ſeed of 
Abraham promiſed ro 
him out of all Nations, 
is borne of the promzſe, 
by the free ſure and effe- 
Ctuall grace of the prome- 
ſer. 
I Bur that we may more 
proved Plainely diſcerne, thar it 


by ſun- is the effeuall grace of 
dry cf che 
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the new Covenant,(and 


after the comming of 
Chriſ# being ſhed more 
abundantly , and pene- 
rally hath performed this 
promiſed ſeed out of all 
Nations of the world ; 
Ler us looke into the 
. Story and ftare of this 
time of grace, and there- 
in take notice of the ef- 
ſecs of this grace, and1I 
doubt nor bur theſe cf- 
fets will ſhew itplainely, 
not to be a free-will-grace, 
bur grace effecuall which 
hath begotten this ſeede, 
and made the Kingdome 
of Heaven to ſuffer vio« 

G 3 lence, 


; : fet 4 
not mans free-wll) which —_— 
in the 
time of 
LY Abes 
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, olence, preſently after 


the appearance of the 
King of this Kingdome. 
A firſt effe&t, and e- 
yent of which wee take 
notice in this time of 
grace, isa generall riſing 


_ of the world after a ge- 


zerall falling. It was 
before ſhewed., that all 
Nations walked in their 
owne wayes, which were 
wayes of darkenes, and 
of the ſhadow of Death. 
An univerſall corruprti- 
on and pollution had 0+ 
ver-ſpread the face of 
the earth; and che ftate 
of the Nations or Genzles 
was this, That they knew 
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not God, that they ſerwed 
aumb Idols, that they com- 
mitted filthineſſ: e even wath 
greedznes. Burt now on 
a ſuddaine , even pre- 
ſently after the appear- 
ing of the Med:zator of 
the New Covexant, out of 
theſe Cathol;ke Ruznes, 
there ariſerh a ( atholzth 
Charch ; And whereas 
before one man could 
fcarcely bee found in 
Jeruſalem , one City of 
the world,chough ſearch- 
ed with a candle (all o- 
ther N4tzons being wich- 
out God , and withour 
Hope ) Now the know- 
ledge of God, attended 
G4 ' with 
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with Faith , Hope , and 
Love , beginning firſt 
with Jeruſalem , goeth 
through all Nations, and 
our of them makes and 
gathers into one Body 
the diſperſed ſeed of the 


woman , ander the Head 


of this Body , and the 
Chiefe ſeede Chriſt Teſus. 


And now can any man : 


thinke , that the ſame 
and no other cauſe hath 

roduced this new and 
ſtrange effet (even the 
reviving , and reſurre- 
ation of the world from 
the dead) but that which 
brought it to the State of 
Death? ſhall we ſay that 
free-miil 
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free-will which delivered 
up Mankind into this 
miſerable eftate of ge- 
nerall Corruption, hath 
ſtarted up on a ſuddain, 
and that juſt ar the time 
of rhe comming of our 
Satzonr , and being the 
ſame rhar ir was before, 
and attended with the 


| fame grace, hath brought 


forth different effects , e- 
ven an z%niverſall Holi- 
neſſe, out of an antver- 
fall corraptzon > ſarely it 
1s moſt likely thar the 
ſame cauſe would have 
brought forth the ſame 
effes ; ar leaſt nor io 
contrary ; and if rhe ſame 
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cauſe would have 
brought forth not the 
ſame, bur ſuch different 
and contrary effects, why 
did it not doe it at ſome 
other time , as well as 
now > For now onely 
welſce theſe effects, when 
the Mediatour of the 
New Covenant doth ap- 
peare with a fulneſle of 
grace and Tyuch, Surely 
if free-wall had now on a 
ſuddaine ftarred up, ha- 
ving no other grace bur 
that which before was 
common and generall ; 

and had now raiſed the 
world from Death, into 

which before the ſame 
free-wil 
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free-will had caſt it; this 
time ſhould be called ra- 
ther, the tame of free-will, 
then the tame of grace ; 
For now had free-well 
wrought wonders inthe 
world; even thar Great 
wonder of raiſing a dead 
worldinto life; and it had 
done ir with one , and 
rhe ſame grace , bur the 
ſucceſle of this grace was 
made different onely by 
the vertue of free-mzll. 
But what a great {acri- 
ledge is it, ſoto rob God 
of the glory of his migh- 
ty grace, and to give the 
{ame glory ro weak man, 


and his inconſtant free- 
7 will? 
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ree-wil? How much more 
Juſt, reaſonable , and pi- 
ous were it, to give to 
God, the things that are 
Gods? And ſince we read 
that rhe Sonne faith of 
himſelfe , that zf hee were 
lified up from the Earth, 
hee would draw all N ations 
70him; when wee ſee all 
Nations thus drawne to 
him after his lifcing up, 
what ſhall wee ſay bur 
that hee hath drawne 
them 2 Agreeably where- 
unto the Church (which 
conſiſteth of all Natt- 
ons) ſaith to him in the 
Canticles, Draw mee, and 
1 willrun afier thee, And 
| God 
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God himſelfe ſaith to .4- 
braham concerning this 
turning, and drawing of 
the Nations , from Dearth 
unto life ; 1 have made 
thee a Father of many Na- 
t20ns, even God, who quick- 
neth the dead. Yea the 
Father bound himſelfe 
by promiſe to give theſe 
Nations tohis ſon , when 
he made him K:7g upon 
the holy hill of Sion, The 
Catholike Church is a 
oift of the Farther to the 
Sonne; And indeed who 
ſhould give a wife to 
their Sonne,, but the Fa- 
ther of both > and rhis 
gift of the Farther the 
ſonne 
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ſonne himſelfe acknow-; 

ledgeth , when he faithe 
Joln6s No mancancome unto me 

17, except the Father which 

7 hath ſent me draw him: and 

agarne , thouhaſt giventhe | 

Sornne power over allfleſh, 

that he ſhould give eternall 

life , to as many as thou haſt 

gzven him. And behold Tand 

the children which God hath 

Eſa, 8.18 pzven me - Therfore when 

wee ſee this-giving and 

drawing of the world to 

Chriſt, and ſalvation after 

a generall overflow of fi 

and correptzon ; Let us 

attribute this effe@ to the 

great drawer, and giver 

of ſoules to his ſon, Ler 

us 
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us ſay that , that not 


free-wall hath drawne 


them wham ir ſelfe hath 
{laine, but ſome oper arzve, 
mighty and effetuall grace 
of God hath drawne the 
wills of men , and made 
them one ſpirit with 
Chriſt Teſus in an heaven- 
ly mariage. Let us ac- 
knowledge that the Fa- 
ther of ſpzr2s hath ſenc 
down with hisSon abun- 
dance of Spzr:c (the pro- 
miſe of the new Cove- 
nant ) and that thence 
comes this abundance of 
ſpiricuall generatzon;And 
thus is fulfilled his oath 
to Abraham , In multply- 


20g 


135 Thegreat Oracle. 


- | wm_ 
_— 


Gen. 23, 
I7.,10. 


— _ - am _ 


29. 


an be TORT" "AION. JOOre" 3 ANY Lk,” 


eff, 


ing 7 will multiply thy ſeed 
as the Starres in Heaven 
And zn thy ſeed ſhall all 


the Hobo of the Earth 


. bebleſſed; Behold now the 


chiefe ſeede Teſus Chriſt, 
in whom all Natzons are 
ro be bleſſed; And behold 
alſo with him a ſeedeour 
of all Nations , to bee 
bleſſedin him; : aſeed for- 
merly dead by free-will, 
but quickned and raiſed 
to life and blefledneſſe 
according to promiſe, by 
Gods drawinp,operative, 
and effeua)] grace. 

A ſecond effeft , that 


A ceond will nor acknowledge 
free-will , and generall 


grace 


| 
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graceto be the cauſe of it, 
but neceſſarily imports 


| ſomefree,ſpeciall,and ef- 


fectuall grace,is this; that 
now in this time of grace, 
God 1s found of them that 


— 


ſought ham not , while o- ko 9.30 


thers that have the zeale of 3" 


God, and ſeeke Righteouſ- 
zes, find not God ; The 
not ſeeking Gemtile find- 
eth God and rzghteouſnes, 
while the ſeeking Jew 
findeth neither God nor 
7:ghteouſnes. 

True it is, that firſt the 
Goſpel] began ro bee 
preached in Ieruſalem , 
and the firſt plants , and 


Planters of it were Jewes: 


bur 
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bur even in the Primitive 
times it took no ſuch/arge 
Roote in the Natzon of 
the Fewes, as it did after 
in ſundry Natzozs of the 
Geptiles, For Saint Paul 
ſpeaking of the generali- 
ty of that Natzoz in his 
time , ſaith , rae! hath 
0t obtained that which it 


ſeeketh : And ; There zs 


- but a Remnant ſaved accor- 


 Afis 22. 
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\ to Paul : make haſt 


werſe 214 


ding to the election of grace. 
Yea Cbr:i/# himſelfe faith 
and 
get thee quickly out of Te» 
ruſalem , for they will not 
recezuve thy Teſtemony of 
mee : Butof the Gentzles 
he ſaith + Depart for I wall 

a OF ſend 
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'e | ſend thee farre hence to the 
ge | Gentiles, To open ther 
Mf | ejes , and 10 turne them 
r | from darkeneſſe 1 light, 
© [from the Power of Satan 
} | unto God, 
- But in ſucceeding ages, 
S | this different ſucceſſe 
' | much more appeared.che 
| Jewes fleece growing ſtill 
| more dry , while the 
Gentzles were itill more. 
watered with the dew of 
grace. 

And now what ſhall 
wee ſay for free-willand 
common grace; and what 
ſhall wee attribure to 
them in this eminent 
Faith of the Gentiles ſhall 

we 
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we ſay that Free-will and 


| 


generall grace gave them | 


a firnes to find God? But | 
withall ler us take no- 


rice of the fitnes it ſelife, 


which was this ; Thar 


they ſought not God. And. 


then all being put toge- 
ther muſt ariſe to this po« 
fitzon , That free-will and 
common grace doe fit men 
70 finde God by not ſecking 
him ; or, that not ſeeking 
of God is the fitnes by which 
free-will attended with com- 
2n grace doth bring men 
70 find God. 

Even juſt as Saint Pauls 
breathing out threat- 


. ningsand (laughter, was 
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a preparation of free-will 
to his converſion, 

But how much more 
reaſonable and juſt were 
ir, to give the glory of 
their finding God to the 
free, powerfull and ef- 


fetuall grace of GOD 
which findes chem whom 
free-will harh blinded, 
and ſo made unable and 
unfit to find God; and by 
finding them makes chem 
able and willing to find 
him. 

A free grace it mult 
needs be, tor not ſeekzng 
God can make no tye 
upon God, ro bee found 
of them that ſecke ham not, 
and 
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and a Powertall grace it 
muſt be , which finding | 
the wil averſe from ſeek- | 
ing, turnes it about, and 
makes it both to ſeek and 
to find; And indeed Gods 
Glory being the end of | 
his grace, God hath more : 
glory by being found of 
the not-ſeeking Gexrzle, 
then of the ſeeking Few. 
For the Few being a free- 
will-man and ſtanding up- 
on termes of J#ſi. 2 with 
God, and anderraking ro 
ſarisfie & pay him with a 
legall Righteouſnes,;It God 
ſhould give ſuch a one 
rhe grace to find him, 
how ſhou!d hee have the 
Glory 
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Glory of his grace from 
theſe Fewes, which think 
themſelves already ſafh- 


ciently able ro fnd him 


by their owne Abzlirzes, 
withour any ſach new 


ſupply? Wherefore theſe 


| Rich and full ones are 


ſenr empty away ; But 
the Gemrzles being known 
and confeſſed ſinners , 
God 7s ſure to have all 
the Glory of the grace 
which hegiveth to them, 
it being impoſſible thar 
they ſhould rake to them= 
{elves the Glory of find- 
ing God, who muft needs 
acknowledge that they 
ſought himnot. Where- 


fore 


Gal.2.15; 
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fore as God for his owne 
Glory in the time of 
grace, by his free and ef- 
tectuall grace, dorh bring 
to paſle rhis effe& ; thar 
the nor-ſceking Geptzle 
doth find GOD, fo 
this not ſeeking Gentile 
that findeth rhis effe& in 
himſelf muſt needs who- 
ly a ſcribe irc unto grace, 
and accordingly pur a- 
way the Glory of it from 
himſelfe, and give it on- 
ly ro the Giver of this 
grace, which alone pro- 
ducedir. And the like 
Glory ſha!l hereafter be 


., givento God for the Jew 


now ſhur up under uns 
beliefe. 


ke. 
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| belief. For when the Jewes 

have layne many handred 
of yeares under a mant- 
feſt unbeliefe, then their 
Converſion, and beliefe 
(che vaile being taken a- 
way ) ſhall manifeſtly be 
knowne to bee wrought 
| by the ſole Mercy of God, 
_ and the effeQuall grace of 
his Spzrzzt, When 7ſraet, 
in ſucha length of Time 
ſeeketh a Sauour but 
findeth not ; when hee 
doth fnd-; it muſt bee 
' acknowledge1, thar not 
| Tſrael but the grace of E- 
leftion . hath obtained 
and found ; what Iſrael 
' ſo long ſought, but found 
nor, H A 
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A third 


grace, 
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A third working in 


this time of grace, which 


worke of | 
eFf:&uay cannot come from free- 


will accompanied with 


I Cor. I, natnrall ys Or Common 


grace, butmuſt needs i(- 
ſize from eſpeciall and 
effetuall grace is this , 
That moſtly the grace of 
the Goſpel makes the 
weake, the fooliſh, and 
thoſe that are not, (in 
the eye of the world)doe 
excell in Fazth and Hol:- 
eſſe; the mighty , the 
wiſe and the Eminent in 
being; thoſe thart are in- 
feriour in Naturall Abi- 
lities, are ſuperiour in 
Faxth and Polineſſe, Yea 
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they ſo excell thoſe thar 


were before more excel- 
lene then themſelves , 


that they make chem a- 


ſhamed, who before de- 
ſpiſed them. And when 
the ſtones which the 
builders doe reje& and 
refuſe,are made the chief 
Scones in the building, 
ſhall we ſay thar this is 
free-wills doing? or ſhall 
we not ſay, this is the 
Lords doing, and marve- 
lous in the eyes of carnall, 
and narturall Reaſon , 
which meaſureth Gods 
diſpenſatioas, by its own 
ſhort and narrow line? 


For the ratwrall man 
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would by all meanes es be- 
leeve, that if chere were 
any Wiſdome to bee 
known, AMiſtrzs to be be- 
leeved , vertues to bee 
done, the w:/e, Noble, and 
thoſe whom .they call a- 
ble men, were moit likely 
co know. bel-ewe, and doe 
chem, becauſc by ſuch a- 
bilities, the free-wzlls of 
men arc moſt likelv.to be 
bended and. cireQed to 
the moſt excellent ob- 
Jefs. And this the chief 
Docti 7» ana i 1MNARs A- 
1: 7,43 Mong the ewes paincly 
profelie, when they a*ke 
Do any of the Rulers : or 
Phariſees belecue zn him ? 
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As ifit were an infallible 
Ax20me1n the Logrck and 
Language of free-will,that 
if Chriſt were tobe beleee- 
cd 05 , none would doeir 
more freely, and roundly 
then the Rulers and Pha- 
riſees, the Polztzezans and 
Schollers. Bur the Scrp- 
tare it ſelfe denies the 
Conſequence; and plain= 


ACTS 4eI1 


ly ſhewes, that the Rulers = 


were g4i FT together a= 

aznfſt the Lord, and againſt 
his Chriſt ? And this is the 
Sronethat was ſet at naught 


of you builders. Andthere- 
fore Saint Paul when he 


lookes about for beleew- 


ers, he cannot finde theſe 
H 3 wiſe 
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ACTS 4-13 


wiſe men among them, 
and thereupon is farne to 
Ciy onr, where 2s the wiſe 


where zs the Scribe? where 


75 the Diſputer of the world? 
The learned Scribes a- 
mong the 7ewes., and the 
diſputing Philoſophers a- 
mong the Gerrzles, which 
ſeemein the world co be 
the wifedome of the 
world ; Neither know 
nor embrace the wiſe- 
dome of God; yer unlet- 
tered andunlearned Fiſh- 
ermen, by Fanh and Love 
doe ſhame their jearned 
tinbeliefe, and contempt 
of God and his Chriſt. 
And now when we ſee 
| weak- 
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weakeneſſe thus to over- 
come ſtreagth, can wee 
thinke that any common 
or generall thing , can 
bring this advantage on 
the {ide of diſadvantage? 
In the things which 
are ' common we ſee the 
advantage on the fide of 
wiſedome, learning and 
education , and there- 
fore there muſt be ſome 
ſpecial and Adventitious 
Additzon to overcome 
this Advantage, and to 
rurne it into a diſadvan- 
tage. Where one bal- 
lance is over-weighed by 
another, through a great 
difference of weights, if 
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wee ſee the lighter on a 
ſuddaine to weigh down 
the heavier, we preſent-= 
ly looke about, for ſome 
hand that hath drawne 
downe the lighter , and 
made it to overcome the 
heavier. And fo when 
wee ſee the witc ſo much 
to overcome the Foo!iſh; 
the able the weake; yer 
withall doe finde againe 
that the fooliſh doth ex- 
cell che wiſe, by whom 
he was, excelled, and rhe 
weake.the able, how can 
wee chuſe bur looke up 
for ſome hand of divine 
Power. and efficacy, that 
hath thus. changed the 
ballances, 
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ballances, and made the 
lighter to overcome the 
heavier? And indeedrhus 
doth God moſt manifeft- 
ly purchaſe his Glory,the 
end ot his grace. For the 
wiſe and great men of 
the world are like Gideons 


Army,too great for God, ,,;; ,.., 


to get Glory by them, 
They will ſay thar their 
owne wit, andtheir own 
Ability, bath given them 
their excellency, and fo 
they will rake the Glory: 
of it from God ro them- 
ſelves. Bur when the 
weak and foo'iſh doe 6c 
leeve and obey, and in 


their Faith and Holineſſe 
Hs5 excel 
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exce!l the wiſe andable; 


their weaknes and folly 
cannot take Gods Glory 
from him ; ſince to weak» 
nefle, and folly belong 
nothing but ſhame and 
confuſion of face, There- 
fore they put away all 
glory from themſelves 
unto Goa, and they glo- 


ry in him , who by his: 


powerfull grace hath gi- 
yen them an excellency 


above: thoſe that excel- 
led them, and hath made. 


their deſpiſed folly and 


weakeneſle to ſhame, and. 


confound that wiſedome 
andablenes , which be- 
fore deſpiſed and ſhamed 
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Laſty, for a Corolla- 


ry andan abundant cone g (per: | 
firmation, Let us heare added | 
the Mediatour of the New proofe of 
effecuall 
Covenant of grace, teaCh- grae, 
ing the Efficacy of his o_ the 
own grace in his Time of 
grace: yea let us heare Prayer, . 


him delivering ir to his 
whole Church, the Head 
tothe Body > For ſo hee 
doth, whiles he teacheth 


and delivereth it to them. 


who are to reach , and 


deliver it to rhe whole 


Church. Yea he doth noc 
onely teach it men , bur 
he Commands men to 
ſpeakit co God. . And in- 


deed a Dodrine which 


Came 


| 
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came from God, may well 
be preſented to God. And; 
fit ought to. be ſpoken 
unto God ,, how much 
more oughtir ro bee at- 
ficmed before men? And 
indeed. before all men. 
maſt ir be afirmed,which 
by all menoughr to bee 
ſpoaken and repeared; 
No doubt a Carholich Do- 
Grine , which Chr:ft will 
have to be confefled, and 
preſented to God. by the 
Catholike Charch. 

— This Dodtrine is con- 
 tainedin. that Catholick 
Prayer., wherein rhe 
whole Church meeterh 
with one mouth, and (as 

AT -: 


———_— om 
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Itis fit for us to beleeve) 
withone faith and heart. 

In this Prayer, God him- 
ſelfe reacherh the Church 
0 pray unto God, andhe 
teacherh her copray for. 
theſe great Effets of 
grace, that hzs Kingdome 
2nay come, and his wall may 
be done. He teach -th us 
not to pray for a meere 
Abiliry to effe&, bur for 
the effects themſelves, ec- 
ven that the one. may 
come, and the other may. 
be done. - Hee reacherh 
us not to pray meercly 
for free-wilis , and com- 
mon grace , and that it 
may. be left to the choiſe 


Of 
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of ourfree-wills, wherher 
by the good uſe of this 
grace, our. freew:lls will 
make Gods Kingdome 


come, and his will tobe. 


done; but he teacheth us 
to pray down right, thar 
his Kingdome may come, 
and his will may be done, 
even thar theſe effects 
may afſuredly bee produ- 
ced, According to which 
Divine paterne, the bleſ- 
ſed tervant of his Maſter 


doth pray, that the God of 


Peace would make them + 


perfee in every good worke, 


working tz them that which - 


2s well pleaſing in his ſight ;\ 


By which Prayers as wee 


alc. 
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are taught ro pray unto 
Godalone to grant theſe 
effets, ſo we are taught, 
that the efficacy of grace 
which worketh theſe ef- 
feqs commeth from him, 
to whom wee muſt pray 
for them. And ſoby this 
Prayer as wel as by other 
places of Scripture wee 


learne, thar it 15 God that EX& 36-- 


worketh in us both to will 
and to die; And therefore 
our Saviour rightly di- 
recs his Church , not to 


ſeek good-willing and 


27» 


doing of our ſelves, and 


our owne free-w:ll, but of 
God the true and power- 
full Author ofthem. And 
indeed 


'P - 


Phil.2.13 © 


| 


" 
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indeed he knew well ther 


thus and thus only, there 
would bee a certainty of 
the comming of his King- 
dome,and of doing of his 
will, ifWwe ſeek to God, by 
whoſe effeftuall power, 
the one doth come, and 
the other is done. And 
on the other fide , hee 
'knew alſo (by divine 
wiſedome, and Humane 
experience ) that if it 
were lefr tro mans free- 
will, whether this Eing- 
dome ſhould come , or 
this will be done, there 
would bee no ſure com- 
ming of the Kingdome, 
norſure doing of the 3h. 
Yea 


| 
| 


—_ Ft —_— 
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| ments it would rather be 
ſure , that neither the 
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Yeaby all former experi- 


Kingdome would come , 
nor the wl{ bee done, for 
ſuch hitherto have beene 
the miſerable conſequen- 
ces of free-will, _ 
Bur therefore becauſe 

God hath promiſed a Kg ; 72 
dome to (hrift , even a 110. 
Kingdome that Conſiſts of 
ſubjeas , that ſhall doe 
his wll, he doth not leave 
the performance to the 
nncertainty of mans free- 
will(much lefle doth hee: 
leave his promiſe to bee 
broken by free-will if it- 
liſt ) but hee makes ow 

is. 
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hisowne promiſe, by his . 
owne effecuall and un- 
failing grace. And as God 
that promiſed, thus per« 
formeth his promiſe, ſo 
by this Prayer are we di- 
rected to ſecke him for 
# this performance. 
; | So are theſe Petztrons | 
/ like ſo many Cannons, 
ourthrowing and diſ- 
mounting the Lawes and 
Canons of free-will, For 
by thoſe Lawes wee can- 
not pray to God-for theſe | 
_ effeas, but onely fora 
meere Ability toward 
them. And having pray- 
edfor a meere ability to 
make the K»gdome to 
come 


——_— mt LELS—_—— 
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| come, andthe willto bee 
| done, then if wee will 
pray any farther for the 


effets themſelves , wee 


mutt pray to our owne 
free-wills for them; And 
{o put our owne free-wzlls 
in Gods place, which is 
moſt blaſphemous and 
impious. Yet how can 
this monſtrous Impiery 
be avoyded by them? For 
how can they pray to God 
for theſe effets, which 
they doe not beleeve to 
be wronght by him ? and 
how can they chuſe bur 
pray to their owne free- 
wills for theſe effects , if 
they beleeve them to bee 
wrought 


————_owotly PS ater. ee et —— — 
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waongne by their Free- | 
wills? And their prayer. | 
ro God muſt run in this | 
ſhape or deformedneſſe; 
Lord let thy Kingdome be at- 
71 pleaſure, and thy will at 
the will of my Free-yall, 
whether that ſhall come, or 
this ſhall bee done; Bur ro 
their ownefree-w:l/s,muſt 
they ſay, Let Gods King- 
dome come. and his will 
bee don?, An horrible 
confuſion and overturn- 
ing of our Savioursabſo- | 
Jace ' and Catholick pd4- 
zerne ? and a moſt mile- 
rable and bale errour, 
that ſo weakens the 
wits of the deceived, t7at 
they 


tt. 
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hey cannor rightly ſay 
\ the Lords Prayer. 
'_ Andasitdorh not ſuf- 


fer them rightly to uſe 


this Prayer, ſo neither and | 
doth it allow them to from | 


o1ve God prayſe for the 


grant ofthe Perztions con- Ged. 


tained in this Prayer, For 
how can they praiſe God 
for the comming of his 
Kingdome into their 
ſoules, or for the ſubmif- 
ſion and conformity of 
their wills ro the will of 
God, if they doe nor be- 
leeve that God makes his 
K:ngdome to come into 
them , ard his wl/ robe 
done by them? They may 

perchance 
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perchance thanke God for 
their free-w/ls , and for 
common grace , both 
which are given to 0- 

| thers as well as to them- 
ſelves; even toſuch who 
doe not ſuffer Gods K:ng- 
dometo come into them 
nor his will tobe done by 
them. 

Bur that Gods Kzng- 
dome comes into them- 
ſelves, and his w:1/ is dohe 
by them, having received 
fro God no more theanthe 
former refratary Rebels, 
thanke whom (ſha)l rhey 
for theſe different effeRs, 
but themſelves and rheir 
owne free-w-lls? and thas 

doe 


i 
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| doe they fall intoa more 


ſhamefull, or ſhamelefſe 
Pride and unthankfules, 
then the proud Phariſee 
himſelfe. For the Pha- 
reſee (perchance for very 


ſhame ) ſaid 7 thanke thee 
O Father that I am not like 
other men : But thele men 
bind themſelves to ſay, 7 
thanke thee O mane owne 
ſelfe, or O mmneowne free- 
will, that I amnot like other 
Men. 

How much better were 
it to obey the King of 


graceand Glory, when he 


reacheth us ro pray to 
God , that has Kangdome 


may come unio us, ſo that 
we 


<—_—— 
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Kimnz 
James up - 
on the 
Lnrds 
Prayer.- 


we may bee diſcerned by 
him fromother men who 
are rebellious and difo- 
bedient, and withall up- 
on the ſame grounds ro 
give prazſe unto God for 
any difference that is be+ 
tweene us and the worſt 
of men ? and here unto 
the Dodarine of the w2ſeſt 
King of the Chriſtian 
world inviteth us while 
hee commenterh upon 
theſe Perzrzons of the Kiz 

of Kings, He ſaith that 
in this Perztzon, T hy King- 
dome come , wee aefirethat 
the Church of God may more 
and more beſpread upon the 
faceof the Earth,and _ 
the 


Oe er rr rr ern Ger er rn rr re EE, Ae ee ee 


the Number of the Ele& 
may bee multiplyed ; and 
likewiſe that his will may 
be doneip Earth, as it 1s an 
Heaven; (Theeffet which 
the. Kingdome of Heaven 
znithis Earth will produce.) 
And thus to God is aſcri- 
bed the multiplying of 
the Ele&, and the com- 
ming of his K:gdome in 
ſuch powerfull manner, 
chat ir may produce this 
effet of doing his w/ll, 
And thus wee may borh 
| pray co him, and praiſe 
| him for the comming of 
his K:mgdome , and the 
gloricns effe& of it, 


which is the doing of 


Gods will, I And 


The great Oracle. : 16 


— "OR. ao, 


— — _ — 


9 


—_—_— 


170 T be great Oracle. 


—— —— 


And now it needs not 
to be wondered at of this 
Orthodox KX:2g, not long 
before his Death ,. did 
brand thoſe miſbeleevers, 
who croſſed this DoFr:ne 
by comparing them with 
theancient Herericks, the 
Pelagians. For ſurely if 
at any time, I thinke at 
the titne which is neereſt 
to Death, the ſoule of e- 
very good Chriſtzanis far- 
deſt from this errour.,and 
moſt againſt it. For then 
wil he moſt zealouſly and 
hearcily pray , that Geds 
Kingdome may ſpeedily 
and fully bee fulflled in 
himſelfe. and che other | 
members 


—— 
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members of Chrift , and 
| thacthey maybe all cons 
| formedintheirmlls unto 
| Godswil!, not unlike to 
the dying prayer of Chriſt 
himſelfe. 
T hat they all may be ont, jy, 14: 

41 thou Father art imnme,and is, 
T in thee, And at that 
time alſo a 5a:nt will-bee 
fardeſt off , from taking 
to himſelfe the Glory , 
and Praiſe due unto Ged, 
in regard of any effefts of 
grace in him, or any ditfe- 
rence between himſelfe, 
and the worſt of Pabl:- 
cans and ſinners, 'So that 
my Charay can hardly 
thinke thar wy __— 

2 I 
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33s 
Com- 
mands 


direct us 
to pray 


to the 
Com- 


 mander, 


if he dye awaked can die 
an eArminian. 

But now before we part 
from theſe Perztzons , let 
us make an other uſe of 
them, Let us learne from 
chem.that when we heare 
any Commands our of 
Gods word, to doe Gods 
ll, where we muſt fetch 
power to efte& theſe 
Commands.For by theſe 
and the like Peztzons wee 
are taught , upon the 
hearing of ſuch Com- 
mands, tofetch from the 
Commander himſelfe ef- 
fettuall power to fulfill his 
commands. Vee muſt 
not with the eyes and 


cheir 
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their SeFarzes from theſe 
commands, gather Argu- 
ments for free-will, but ra- 
ther proofes of our need 
of grace, and helpe from 
the Commander. For if 
it bee obſerved by an 
carefull Reader of holy 
writ , hee ſhall finde that 
the wayghtieſlt _ com- 
mands in Scripture , are 
parallelled with Petzrzons 
ro the Commander for 
the effecting of thole his 
Commands. 


If in one place God com= rg, 8, 
mands , make you new _- 
Hearts and turne from all _ 3s 


your tranſgreſaons, In. o- 


ther places we finde Petiti- 
I 5 ORS 
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cons an{werable to theſe 
Pſal, 51- Commands © Create 21 me 
"" a cleane heart, andrenew 4 
right ſparit witin me. eAnd 
turne thou me, and I ſhall 
1 1oln ;. beturned. If in one place 
2 The. 1 we read thele commands; 
Wi. Thatweebeleeve in Chrifp, 
and love one another in 0- 
ther places hee ſha)]l read 
theſe Perrrmons : That God 
will fulfill the worke of Faith 
Lnkt7.s5. with power : And Lord 14- 
creaſe our Faith. Andthat 
= "bd 17 Chriſt may dwell in their 
Phil.r.9, Hearts by Faith; That they 
may be rooted andgrounded 
zxlove; And,that love may 
abound: more and more. 
Briefly the Scripture is 
fall 


—— 
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fall of rheſe Peritzops,and 
in this point the 119th. 
Pſalmis a brief of the Scrip» 
ture. Andagreeable here- 
ro is the Z:turgze of our 
Charch, both in rhe Pe- 
tit;ons for the King ; Thar 
God would keepe him in 
holineſſe and righteouſnes 
of life ; And that God 
would rule his heart in 
Faith , Feare and love; 
and likewiſe in Petitions 
for the whole congrega- 
tion ;that God would give 
them an heartto love and 
dread him,and diligently 
toliveatter his Comman- 
dements; that they may 
liveagodly, righteous, 
I 4 and 


<— 
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and ſober life. > and that 
they may bring forth the 
frmzes of the Sparit, 

Now moſt manifeſt it 
is , that commands thus, 
ſeconded with Petrzons, 
doe directly turne our 
eyes from our {-!ves unto. 
God , to fetch from him 
the fulalling of lis Com-: 
mnands, Andicowee are 
plainely taught, that nor 
our own fi cewills by REIT 
moving and iwanaging of 
gract, bat Gods noweortull 
aud effetuall grace mo0ve- 
ing and actuating Our 
wills, cauſeth the wil of 
God ro bee done by us on 
Earth, as it is done in Hea- 
Ven. Thus 


—_— 
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Thus it appeares that 

| the main Body and frame 512* 

of the word, 1S5an Entire ſumme& IF 

confutation of the ſuc. <onclul- 

ceſſe of free-will , and a” 

mighty aftrmation of the 

| need of Gods effeQuill 4 

| grace. Forwith anunited 

| voyce, it doth ſpeake a- 
lond ro the world , that 

free-will with common 
grace, will but make worke 
for juſizce and juſtifie jus 
ftzce, but it will loſe man, 
and leave him inexcuſa- 

}) bleinhisloſle, Bur Gods 
ſpeciall and effectuall 
gracealone doth ſtabliſn 
Holineſſe ', and ſo leads 
men lafely to Glory. And 

I'5 1n - 


a 
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in the ſafety of- men 
wrought by this grace, 
ſtands the plot of God's 
Glory ; this. being the 
ſeed of che woman, which 
hatch undertaken by pro- 
miſe ro make victorious 
over the ſeed of the Sex-. 

ext ;. and rhis being the 
feed of Abraham, to whom 
he hath promiſed bleſſed- 
nefle, and the Land thar 
floweth with Alte and 
Honey ; and this being the 
Church and Body of Chriſt 
co whom a pronefe is giv- 


Mat. 16. en,that the Gates of Hell, 


ſhallnor prevazle againſt it, 

Sothar they that run 
againſt this grace, run a- 
gainlſt 


— 
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gainſt the whole ſtreame. 


and current of the Scrzp- 
ture, they runne againſt 
mans ſalvation, & which 
is worſt of all, againſt che 
Plot of Gods Glory. But 
ler them know againe, 
chat it they run againſt 
the word of God, and the 
Glory of God, yea if they 
run againſt the ſalvation 
of his Church, which hee 
hath undertaken : The 
ſame God , whoſe this 


 Charch.and word.and Glo-- 
ry are, Will run againſt 


them ; and make good 


his Church,and word, and. 


Glory againſt chem. 
Ir is a fearefnll thing 


tO- 


— 
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ro make warre with the 
living God ; Eſpecially 
ſuch A WAITE as goeth a= | 
bout to take away his 
Glory from kim , which 
he will not give to any 
other. 
Ler us remember the 
farail ifiue of fighting | 
Rev. 17. With Godxtheſe ſhall make | 
=c war with the Lamb, and | 
the Lainb ſhall overcome | 
them, for he is the Dord 
19.4. of Lords , and King of 
Kings ; and who ever 
foughr againſt God, and 
proſpered ? 
VWherefore much 7Ta- 
- therler the Counſell of 
& amaliell be acceptable; 
He 
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Bee Jee mot found Fighters athss 
aga nſt God, For as it 1s 39, 


molt certaiae thar the 
Eremies of God ſhall bee 
overthrowne, fois thar 
a'ſo moſt certaine which 
the ſame Gamaliel ſaid. 


that if this doftrine bee of 


God , 2t Cannot bee O0UM 
throwne. 

Now chat it is of God, 
before hath beene ſhew- 
ed, and thatit cannot be 
overthiowne , time and 
experience have proved, 
For as in a'l times the 
{onnes of grace have acs 
knowledged, t24: grace 
by which they were be= 
gotten, ſo more notably 


and 
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and aparantly, everſince 
rhis Dodrine of grace 
was cleared againſt the 
Pelagians by bleſſed Sr. 
Awguſtine , ( 4 may whom 
grace had raiſed to be ade- 
fender of grace) it hath li- 
ved, and ſtood ftrong a- 
ainſt the Enemies of 
grace, Gods hand hath till 
maintained Gods owne 
cauſe, 
Both which the pro- 
found Bradwarden,hither- 


to an irrefragable Door, 


excellently ſheweth ; He 
ſheweth ir to be the Cauſe 
ef God, not onely in the 
1itle, but the body of his 
Booke. . And he ſhewerh 

in: 


——— 
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In the Preface, that Gods 
owne hand maintaineth his 
owne cauſe, when he ſaith, 
chat in his wreſtling with 
Pelagius , not his owne 
but Gods ſtrength made 
him a Conquerer, whom: 
otherwiſe Pelagzus had 
{oyled. 

And hence it was,that 
though then ( as himſelfe 
ſaith) the Prieſts of Baal 
werefoure hundred, and 
himſelfe but one,yert hee 
feared not to encounter 


them: And we ſee with 


what ſucceſſe; For his 


work liveth and flouriſhe- 


eth in the Cherch, and he 
init, but they with their 
Here« 
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Hereſies are gone into 
darknes,even into Upper, 
ifnor wter darknes, into | 
the darkneſfſe of o5tivion | 
in this world ; howſoe- 
ver it fare with them, in | 
regard of the utter dark= | 
nes in the world below, | 
Traeiris ,and it may 

not bee denied , bur the 
naturall man \ being only 
borne of a free- will Root, 
that is of the firſt ddam, 
ſeerh not beyond Free 
will, ana therefore bends | 
ail rhe force of narurall 
wit, to prove that which 
itſeech, and to diſprove 
what it ſeeth not.. And 
hence .it is - that Phzloſo- 
phers,. 
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phers , Tuſlitzaries , and 


Politicaans -are ſo vehe- 
ment and entire for free- 
will, And indeedby this 
Reaſon, theſe that are 
moſt eminent in naturall 
abilities, wil be moſt ear- 
neſt for ir. Burt on the 0» 
ther fide, cffeCtuall grace 
is a gift of rhe ſecond 
Adam,and ſo withont the 
Horiz0k of the firſt, and 
of thoſe that are meerely 
deſcended from him. Ir is 
a New Name Which none 
doe know. bur thoſe thar 
have it : No wonder then 
if ir be oppoſed by them 
that have ir not , and 
therefore know it not; as 

it 


| 
1 
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itwere alſo agreat won- 
der, if they that know 
it ſhould deny it , becauſe 
theythat know it not,do 
deny it. To demand 
this were moſt unreaſo- 
nable. Rather ler their 
blindnes bee guided by 
the ſight of others, then 
the /ight of others bee 
guided -by their bl:ndnes. 
Forif the blind-lead the 
ſeeing , they will both 
(bar the ſceing moſt wil- 
fully and unexcuſably) 
fall into the diteh, 

Burif ſome will needs 
have and hold what they 
ſee, even Frec-wll with 
the Remainders of: —_— 
rall 


| Thegreat Oracle. 187 ; 


rall grace, let them by the 
' ſame Reaſon allow o0- 
| thers to hold thar which 
| they ſee; and they ſee 
plainely , that by the 
grace of God'they are that 
which they are, and thar 
z8t they but the effeRuall 
gracedf Godin them hath 
made thc; 7o differ from 
the worſt of men: And 
hereupon they deſire 
that it may be lawſull for 
them to give the whole 
| gloryoftheir diſcerning, 
| ſaferyandtheir ſtability, 
| not ro themlelves and 
their owne free-wills, bur 
£0 God, that fo when they 
zlory, they may glory M 
the 
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the Zord: which glory is 
the maine end, both of 
this dofdrin2, and this | 
word, 

And accordingly let \ 
this worke end in the 
wordes of Saint Paul: God 
(hall preſerve us in his hea- 
ven!ly Kingdome ;;To him be 
Glory for. ever aud ever. 
e 77cm. 


St. Auguſtine Exchired. 
Cap. 98, 

\ Ltiſſhmo a: (aluberrimo 
Sacramento ,univerſa | 
Facies, ac ut ita dixerim, 
vulias ſantarum ſcriptu- 
rarum bene intuentes 1d ad- 
monere inventiur , ut qt 
gloriuatur, 
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| &loriatur,in Domino glori- 
| erar. 
| 
Luther de ſervo Arbitrio. | 
| Cap. 208. 


. D uli:mambujus br; 


partem Venimurs, qua 

ut promiſimus , copaas 20- 

ſtras , producere debemus 

contra leherum Arbitrium, 

ſed eas nin producemus om- 

nes, quis enim hoc effecerit 

' parvo lzbello, cum umverſa 

Scriptura 4nobzs ſtetper ſin- 
gulos apices & luteras? 


\ Hiſt: Concal: Trid: Lib.2. 


HE moſt eſteemed 
LL DIVINES amonelt 
them, 


Fig ThegreatOracle, 


chem thought the ( Do- 
F#rine of free EleQion 
working by efftccuall 
grace) to bee Catholicke 
&c. Burt ſome others 
rhough of lefle eſteeme 
oppoſed this opinion, 
oc. | 
Thefirft opinion as it 
is myſticall and hidden, 
keeping the mind humble 
and relying on God, with- 
out any confidence in it 
ſelfe; knowing the defor= 
mity of finne, and that 
excellency of Dzvne 
race; ſo this ſecond was 
plauſible and popular, 
cheriſhing humane pre- 
fumption , and making a 
great 
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great ſhew, andit plea(- 
ed more the predicant 
Fryers, then the under- 
ſtanding Devines. And 
the Courtiers thoughtit 
propable as conſonant te 
politique reaſons. The 
Defenders of this uſing 
humane reaſons prevail- 
ed againſt the orhers, 
bur comming to the 
Teftimonics of the 
SCRIPTURES, 
they were ma- 
nifeſtly over- 
COme. 


FINIS. 


